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Microphilypnus tapajosensis,
a new species of eleotridid from the Tapaj6s basin, Brazil
(Gobioidei: Eleotrididae)

Rodrigo A. Caires*

Microphilypnus tapajosensis, new species, is described from 48 specimens collected from two sites in Tapajés
River. The new species is diagnosed from congeners by the following combination of characters: presence of
sexual dichromatism, females with pale yellow color, with scattered, small dark dots, and males yellow, covered
with dark brown irregular marks on trunk, head densely covered with black dots, and oblique brown stripes on
unpaired fins; head deep; 23-26 lateral scales; cycloid scales on opercle, usually covered with skin.

Microphilypnus tapajosensis espécie nova € descrita com base em 48 exemplares coletados em duas localidades,
ambas no Rio Tapajos. Esta espécie é diagnosticada das demais pelo seguinte conjunto de caracteres: presenca de
dimorfismo sexual na pigmentagdo do corpo; fémeas amareladas e com poucas manchas pequenas e escuras;
machos com faixas marrom-escuras irregulares no tronco, cabega amplamente pigmentada com manchas escuras
e trés faixas marrom-escuras obliquas nas nadadeiras impares; perfil da cabeca pouco deprimido, 23-26 escamas

na série lateral, e opérculo com escamas cicléides, frequentemente cobertas pela pele.

Introduction

Microphilypnus is a genus of miniature eleotridids
inhabiting tributaries of the Amazon and Ori-
noco Rivers. The genus has been lately revised
by Caires & Figueiredo (2011) and three species
were recognized: M. ternetzi Myers, 1927, widely
distributed in the Amazon and Orinoco systems;
M. macrostoma Myers, 1927, found in a few lo-
calities in the lower Amazon and Orinoco; and
M. acangaquara Caires & Figueiredo, 2011, re-
stricted to the Tapajos River basin. These authors
also documented the morphological variation in

M. ternetzi populations, suggesting that some of
them might actually represent undescribed spe-
cies.

After examining three lots of specimens from
middle Tapajos river basin formerly identified as
M. ternetzi, I found that they differ from this spe-
cies in some meristic characters and body shape.
More importantly, these individuals differ from
other known Microphilypnus species in having
evident sexual dimorphism in body pigmentation,
with heavily pigmented males and pale colored
females. The purpose of this study is to describe
this new species.
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