
Ichthyol. Explor. Freshwaters, Vol. 24, No. 2

147

Ichthyol. Explor. Freshwaters, Vol. 24, No. 2, pp. 147-154, 6 figs., 1 tab., November 2013
© 2013 by Verlag Dr. Friedrich Pfeil, München, Germany – ISSN 0936-9902

Microglanis pleriqueater, a new species of catfish 
from the São João river basin, eastern Brazil 

(Teleostei: Pseudopimelodidae)

José L. O. Mattos*, Felipe P. Ottoni* and Maria A. Barbosa*

Microglanis pleriqueater, new species, is described from the São João river basin, southeastern Brazil. It is similar 
to M. nigripinnis and M. ater in general colour pattern and body morphology. The new species differs from all its 
congeners, except M. ater and M. nigripinnis, by having the body and dorsal fin almost black or dark brown. It 
differs from M. nigripinnis and M. ater by having a third whitish brown band on flank, located on the origin of 
the caudal peduncle, presence of a rounded light brown mark on adipose fin posterior region, presence of a large 
pale brown region on dorsal fin, and 15-16 principal caudal-fin rays. In addition, M. pleriqueater is distinguished 
from M. nigripinis by having pectoral fin light brown, and pectoral-fin counts I,6; and from M. ater by having 
13-14 anal-fin rays.

Microglanis pleriqueater, sp. nov., é descrita para a bacia do rio São João, sudeste do Brasil. Ela é similar a M. nigri-
pinnis por ambas compartilharem o padrão de colorido e a morfologia geral do corpo. A nova espécie difere de 
todos os seus congêneres, exceto M. ater e M. nigripinnis, por possuir corpo e nadadeira dorsal majoritariamente 
pretos ou marrom escuro. Ela difere de M. nigripinnis e M. ater por possuir uma terceira banda marron esbran-
quiçada no flanco, localizada na origem do pedúnculo caudal, presença de uma marca arredondada marrom 
clara na região posterior da nadadeira adiposa, presença de uma grande região marrom pálida na nadadeira 
dorsal, e 15-16 raios principais na nadadeira caudal. Além disso, M. pleriqueater difere de M. nigripinnis por pos-
suir nadadeira peitoral marrom clara e contagem da nadadeira peitoral I,6; e de M. ater por possuir 13-14 raios 
na nadadeira anal.
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jlomattos@gmail.com; fpottoni@gmail.com; anaisbarbosa@yahoo.com.br

Introduction

Microglanis Eigenmann, 1912 is a South American 
catfish genus comprising about 21 valid species; 
it is the most species-rich genus of the Pseudo-
pimelodidae (Ruiz & Shibatta, 2010, 2011). The 
genus has a wide geographical distribution, oc-
curring in the Orinoco and Tocantins river basins, 
and upper Amazon river basin, in Brazil, Peru 

and Venezuela; in Pacific coastal drainages, in 
Ecuador; in the Maracaibo river basin, Valencia 
lagoon and Caribbean drainages, in Venezuela; 
in the Atlantic coastal drainages of the Guianas; 
in the São Francisco, Paraná and Uruguay river 
basins, in Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay; in the 
Paraguay river basin, in Brazil and Paraguay; and 
along the coastal basins of eastern and southeast-
ern Brazil (Shibatta, 2003a; Bertaco & Cardoso, 
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