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A review of the danionine genera Rasboroides and Horadandia

(Pisces: Cyprinidae), 
with description of a new species from Sri Lanka 

Sudesh Batuwita*, **, ***, Madura de Silva** and Udeni Edirisinghe*

The taxonomy of Rasboroides and Horadandia, two genera of small danionine cyprinids that occur in southern 
India and Sri Lanka, is reviewed. Rasboroides comprises four species, distinguished as follows: R. vaterifloris and 
R. nigromarginatus differ from their congeners by a lesser body depth (26.9-33.0 % SL); and from each other by a 
greater interorbital width in males (29-33 % HL vs. 17-22) and greater anal-fin depth in females (23.5-24.8 % SL 
vs. 17.4-22.7) of R. vaterifloris. Rasboroides pallidus differs from R. rohani, new species, by its smaller size (up to 
24.6 mm vs. 35.5 mm SL), by possessing fewer scales in transverse line on body (1/2 6 1/2-

1/2 7 1/2 vs. 1/2 8 1/2) and in 
lateral series (20-24 vs. 25-28). Rasboroides differs from Horadandia, its sister group, by the presence in males of a 
series of tubercles on the leading edge of the pectoral fin (absent in Horadandia) and by possessing 3 (vs. 2) rows 
of pharyngeal teeth, while the pharyngeal teeth of Horadandia are ornamented distally by a series of cusps, a 
character absent in Rasboroides. Horadandia brittani is recognized as a valid species, distinguished from H. atuko-
rali by possessing a smaller eye (eye diameter 27-37 % HL, vs. 37-41) and having the dorsal-fin origin closer to 
the hypural notch (vs. midway between snout-tip and hypural notch). The genus Rasboroides is restricted to 
shaded rainforest streams in the south-western ‘wet zone’ (Kalu to Walawe Rivers) of Sri Lanka, whereas Hora-
dandia occurs in the coastal floodplains of western Sri Lanka and southern India.
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Introduction

Brittan (1954) created the monotypic subgenus 
Rasbora (Rasboroides) for Rasbora vaterifloris De-
raniyagala, 1930, which he distinguished from 
other Rasborinae mainly by its having an incom-
plete lateral line, a deep body, eye diameter 
greater than interorbital width and scales cha-
otically arranged. The subgenus, however, was 
ignored by subsequent authors (e. g., Pethiya-

goda, 1991) until Kottelat & Vidthayanon (1993) 
validated it and elevated it to generic rank.
 Kottelat & Vidthayanon (1993) also suggested 
that Rasboroides could be a synonym of Horadan-
dia, a genus established by Deraniyagala (1943) 
for a diminutive species of cyprinid fish, H. atu-
korali. Deraniyagala distinguished Horadandia 
from other cyprinid genera mainly by the absence 
of barbels and a lateral line, 6 branched anal-fin 
rays, and the pharyngeal-teeth in two rows with 
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