73

Ichthyol. Explor. Freshwaters, Vol. 24, No. 1, pp. 73-84, 4 figs., 2 tabs., July 2013
© 2013 by Verlag Dr. Friedrich Pfeil, Miinchen, Germany — ISSN 0936-9902

Identity of the catfish Liobagrus styani
(Teleostei: Amblycipitidae)
from Hubei Province, China

Yuan-An Wu*, E Zhang**, Zhi-Wei Sun** and Sheng-Jie Ren**

Liobagrus styani is redescribed and its identity clarified. The real L. styani is represented by the population found
in the Po-He, a tributary of the lake Huanggai system in the middle Chang-Jiang basin, at Chibi City, South Hubei
Province, China. The materials currently identified as L. styani from Henan, Shaanxi, Anhui and Jiangxi prov-
inces possibly represent an undescribed species. Taxonomic and nomenclatural comments are provided for
Chinese species of Liobagrus with a smooth posterior edge of the pectoral-fin spine. A key to the species of Lioba-

grus found in China including Taiwan Island is provided.

Introduction

The family Amblycipitidae currently comprises
four genera of small-bodied catfish species inhab-
iting rivers and streams in South and East Asia:
Amblyceps Blyth, 1858, Liobagrus, Hilgendorf, 1878,
Nahangbagrus Nguyen & Vo, in Nguyen, 2005,
and Xiurenbagrus Chen & Lundberg, 1995. With-
in the family, Liobagrus is a monophyletic group
distinguished from the other three genera by
possessing more than nine upper and lower
branched caudal-fin rays, adipose fin confluent
with caudal fin, caudal fin truncate or rounded,
an absence of palatal teeth (Nguyen 2005), and
several osteological characters (Chen & Lundberg,
1995). Fourteen species are presently been recog-
nized in the genus. Among them, four species
(L. andersoni Regan, 1908, L. mediadiposalis Mori,
1936, L. obesus Son, Kim & Choo, 1987, L. somjin-

ensis Park & Kim, 2010) are known only from the
Korean Peninsula (Son et al., 1987; Park & Kim,
2010), and a single species (L. reinii Hilgendorf,
1878) from Japan (Nakabo, 1992). The remaining
ten species are present in South China (including
Taiwan Island): L. aequilabris Wright & Ng, 2008;
L. anguillicauda Nichols, 1926, L. chenghaiensis Sun,
Ren & Zhang, 2013, L. formosanus Regan, 1908,
L. kingi Tchang, 1935, L. marginatoides (Wu, 1930),
L. marginatus (Giinther, 1892), L. nantoensis Oshi-
ma, 1919, L. nigricauda Regan, 1904, and L. styani
Regan, 1908 (Chu et al., 1999; Wright & Ng, 2008;
Sun et al., 2013). Liobagrus styani is among the
species which are still poorly understood taxo-
nomically.

Liobagrus styani was originally described by
Regan (1908a) based on two specimens of 75 and
85 mm total length from South Hupeh, China
(today’s Hubei Province). The original description
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