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Schistura ferruginea, a new species of loach
from Northeast India
(Teleostei: Nemacheilidae)

Yumnam Lokeshwor* and Waikhom Vishwanath*

Schistura ferruginea, new species, is described from a small rivulet of the Barak River drainage (Brahmaputra
basin) at Maram, Senapati district, Manipur, India. It is distinguished from congeners by a unique combination
of characters: no axillary pelvic lobe, a patch of dusky pigment deep under the skin at mid-lateral line above
pectoral fin, 17-19 thin irregular dark olivaceous bars on body, 7% branched dorsal-fin rays, incomplete lateral
line, and truncated to slightly emarginate caudal fin with 9+8 branched rays.

Introduction

Chaudhuri (1912) described Nemacheilus manipur-
ensis (now Schistura) from Manipur, without
mentioning the exact locality and the drainage.
Hora (1921) had obtained the information from
N. Annandale and reported the fish to have been
collected from the streams of Ukhrul district by
Rev. W. Pettigrew. All the streams and rivers
flowing in the district belong to the Chindwin
River drainage. Schistura manipurensis is charac-
teristicin having 17-21 thin irregular dark brown
bars, 7%, branched dorsal-fin rays, a black spot
at the base of the first few dorsal-fin rays, a proc-
essus dentiformis, a slightly emarginate to trun-
cate caudal fin with 8 +7 branched rays, a subor-
bital flap in males only, an incomplete lateral line
extending to pelvic-fin origin, and a caudal fin
with irregularly arranged black spots. Hora (1936)
reported on the variability of the colour pattern
of the species in relation to the habitat and current.
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Nemacheilids having similar colour patterns and
shapes of caudal fin as described above have
often been identified tentatively as S. manipuren-
sis.

A collection of fishes from a small rivulet of
the Barak River drainage near the Don Bosco
College campus, Maram, Manipur, included a
nemacheilid similar to S. manipurensis. However,
on closer examination, the fish differs in many
respects and is decribed as S. ferruginea.

Material and methods

Measurements were made on left side of the
specimens, with digital calipers to the nearest
0.1 mm. Subunits of the head are presented as
proportions of head length (HL). Head length
itself and measurements of body parts are given
as proportions of standard length (SL). Counts
and measurements follow Kottelat (1990). Fin rays
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