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Paralepidocephalus translucens,  
a new species of loach from a cave in eastern Yunnan, China  

(Teleostei: Cobitidae)

Shu-Wei Liu*, Jun-Xing Yang* and Xiao-Yong Chen*, **

Paralepidocephalus translucens, new species, is described from a cave in Luoxiong Town, Luoping County, Yunnan, 
China, Nanpanjiang River drainage. It is the second valid species of the genus. It is distinguished from its only 
congener, the epigean P. yui, by having 7 branched dorsal fin rays, 5 branched pelvic fin rays, a discolored body, 
and eyes vestigial, indistinct or invisible. Besides, P. guishanensis is confirmed to be a junior synonym of P. yui.
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Introduction

The genus Paralepidocephalus was established by 
T. L. Tchang (1935), with Paralepidocephalus yui 
as its type species. It is distinguished from other 
cobitid genera by the following characters: three 
pairs of barbels, two rostral pairs and one max-
illary pair; dorsal-fin origin posterior to vertical 
through pelvic-fin origin; caudal fin truncate; 
scales completely absent on head and body, 
lateral-line absent. Males are smaller than females, 
and the first branched pectoral-fin ray thickened 
and elongated in males, but without lamina cir-
cularis (Tchang, 1935; Kuang, 1990; Chen, 2007). 
Paralepidocephalus is endemic to China. At present, 
the genus includes 2 nominal species (Kottelat, 
2012). Besides the type species, Li (2004) described 
P. guishanensis from Yunnan, China. 

 Luoping County is located in the east of Yun-
nan Province. It is located in an area of karst land-
scape, with many caves. According to Romero et 
al. (2009), 11 fish species are reported from caves in 
this area: Sinocyclocheilus angustiporus, S. luoping-
ensis, S. malacopterus, S. rhinocerous, S. tileihornes, 
Yunnanilus longidorsalis, Y. macrogaster, Y. nanpan-
jiangensis, Y. niger, and Y. paludosus.
 In two surveys of an unnamed cave in Luoping 
County, two loaches were collected. One is the 
holotype described here, and the other has been 
kept at the Endangered Fish Conservation Center, 
Kunming Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy 
of Sciences. Subsequent examination showed that 
they represents a new species of Paralepidocephalus 
and is described herein.
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