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Two new species of Garra
from the Chindwin basin, India
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Bungdon Shangningam* and Waikhom Vishwanath*

Two new species of the genus Garra, are described from the Sanalok River of the Chindwin basin, Manipur state,
India. Garra trilobata, new species, differs from its congeners of the Chindwin-Irrawaddy drainage in having a
broadly rounded snout with trilobed proboscis and a distinct short lateral groove dorsoposteriorly to the sub-
lachrymal groove. Garra cornigera, new species, also differs from its congeners of the same drainage in having a
slightly pointed snout, a depressed rostral surface with 3-4 transverse ridges and a prominent bilobed proboscis,

each with a large unicuspid acanthoid tubercle.

Introduction

The headwaters of the Chindwin-Irrawaddy
in India and Myanmar are the ideal habitats of
the labeonine genus Garra which dwells in the
fast flowing rivers and streams by maintaining
themselves against swift currents by clinging to
the substratum, mainly by means of the suctorial
mental disc modified from the lower lip and also
by the horizontally placed paired fins. Kullander
& Fang (2004) described seven new species of the
genus without proboscis on the snout from Myan-
mar, of which, G. spilota and G. poecilura are from
the Irrawaddy drainage. Kottelat’s (2013) list of 46
species of the genus from Southeast Asia includes
15 from the Chindwin-Irrawaddy drainage. He
alsoincluded G. gotyla in the list with India as the
type locality, with no detailed geographical loca-
tion. Nebeshwar & Vishwanath (2013) redescribed

*

the species and reported it to be distributed in
the Tista River in Sikkim, India, which is not in
the Chindwin drainage. With the description of
two more species by Nebeshwar & Vishwanath
(2015) from the Chindwin drainage in Manipur,
India, the total number of Garra in the drainage
is now 17. Six species, viz., G. bispinosa, G. elon-
gata, G. gravelyi, G. litanensis, G. rotundinasus and
G. ginojiensis bear proboscis on the snout while
the rest eleven have no proboscis.

The Sanalok River is an important headwater
of the Chindwin basin in Manipur. It originates in
the foothills of the Khayangphung (2833 m asl),
the highest mountain peak, lying in the vicinity of
the Indo-Myanmar border in the Ukhrul District
of Manipur. It flows southward for about 100 km
and then into the river Khunukhong at Dha-ado,
which in turn flows south-east to enter Myanmar
to finally join the Chindwin. There are no reports
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