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Anablepsoides fransvermeuleni,  
a new killifish from Suriname  

(Teleostei: Rivulidae)
 

Stefano Valdesalici*
 
 

Anablepsoides fransvermeuleni, new species, is described from western Suriname. It belongs to the putative A. igneus 
species group, whose members are restricted to the Guiana Shield, adjacent lowlands of Venezuela, and the 
Southern Lesser Antilles. The group currently includes: A. amphoreus, A. bondi, A. cajariensis, A. hartii, A. holmiae, 
A. igneus, A. immaculatus and A. waimacui. Anablepsoides fransvermeuleni is distinguished from all of these, except 
A. waimacui, by the presence of three interrupted stripes over a light blue background on the caudal peduncle, 
and a yellow distal margin on the caudal fin in males. Anablepsoides fransvermeuleni is distinguished from A. waima­
cui by subtruncate caudal fin and more scales in the transverse series. In addition males have red stripes on 
caudal peduncle and females a round black spot on the upper portion of the caudal-fin base.
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Introduction

Anablepsoides is a diverse genus of killifishes cur-
rently including 49 species (Costa, 2011; Costa et 
al., 2013; Valdesalici & Schindler, 2011, 2013), 
which mostly inhabit shallow (often < 20 cm 
depth) parts of streams and swamps located 
within dense forest or open savannah (Fels & de 
Rham, 1982; Costa, 2006, 2010; Keith et al., 2006; 
Costa & Lazzarotto, 2008; Costa & De Luca, 2011). 
Their known distribution includes the Southern 
Lesser Antilles, Orinoco River basin in Venezue-
la, rivers of the Guiana Shield, adjacent parts of 
northeastern Venezuela and northern Brazil, the 
Amazonas River basin in Colombia, Ecuador, 
Peru, Bolivia and Brazil, and small isolated river 
basins of northeastern Brazil (Costa, 2011).
	 The genus Anablepsoides is divided into a 
number of putative species groups diagnosed by 

morphological characters: the A. limoncochae 
group (Costa, 2010); the A. urophthalmus group 
(Costa, 2010); the A. ornatus group (Costa et al., 
2013); the A. derhami group, which includes A. de­
rhami (Fels & Huber, 1985), A. jucundus (Huber, 
1992) and A. monticola (Staeck & Schindler, 1997) 
following Staeck & Schindler (1997); the A. peru­
anus group including A. peruanus (Regan, 1903) 
and A. ophiomimus (Huber, 1992), known only 
from isolated localities in Peru and tentatively 
defined by possession of 42-49 scales in the lon-
gitudinal series, standard length in excess of 
50 mm, and a golden opercular blotch. 
	 The species: A. amphoreus (Huber, 1979), 
A. bondi (Schultz, 1949), A. cajariensis (Costa & De 
Luca, 2011), A. hartii (Boulenger, 1890), A. hol­
miae (Eigenmann, 1909), A. igneus (Huber, 1991), 
A. immaculatus (Thomerson et al.,1991), and 
A. waimacui (Eigenmann, 1909) are native to the 
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