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Redescription of Astyanax novae Eigenmann, 1911
(Teleostei: Characidae)

Marlon R. M. Freitas*, Paulo H. F. Lucinda** and Carlos A. S. Lucena***

Astyanax novae, a member of the A. bimaculatus species group, is redescribed from the type series plus specimens
recently collected at the type locality and in neighboring areas, as well as specimens collected in the rio Novo
drainage. Astyanax novae differs from its congeners in having a horizontally elongate humeral spot, a black mid-
lateral stripe extending from the posterior border of opercle to the tip of median caudal-fin rays, the number of
lateral line scales, the shape of the dark midlateral stripe, the caudal peduncle depth and head length. Comments

on the type series of A. novae are provided.

Introduction

Astyanax Baird & Girard, 1854 is one of the most
species-rich genera in family Characidae, being
broadly distributed from the Southeastern Unit-
ed States to the Northern Argentina (Lima et al.,
2003; Bertaco & Lucena, 2006; Bertaco et al., 2010;
Marinho & Birindelli, 2013). A group of species
in the genus similar to A. bimaculatus (Linnaeus,
1758) shares a characteristic color pattern of a
dark horizontally elongate ellipsoid humeral spot
followed by two vertical bars plus a dark spot at
the caudal-peduncle base extending to the tip of
the middle caudal-fin rays. Garutti (1999) coined
the term Astyanax bimaculatus species group for
this assembly of species and Garutti & Langeani
(2009) suggested these species as phylogeneti-
cally related.

*

Garutti (1999) parsed this group out in two sub-
groups. The first consists of species with a dark
midlateral stripe extending anteriorly from the
caudal peduncle. The second is composed of spe-
cies lacking lacking such a stripe. Ten nominal
valid species are included in the first group:
A. argyrimarginatus Garutti, 1999, A. clavitaeniatus
Garutti, 2003, A. goyacensis Eigenmann, 1908,
A. incaicus Tortonese, 1942, A. novae Eigenmann,
1911, A. rupununi Fowler, 1914, A. saltor Travas-
sos, 1960, A. siapae Garutti, 2003, A. unitaeniatus
Garutti, 1998, and A. utiariti Bertaco & Garutti,
2007 (Bertaco & Garutti, 2007). Members of these
species inhabit the rio Amazonas, rio Tocantins
and rio Sao Francisco drainages.

Eigenmann (1911) described A. novae, one of
the species with a mid-lateral stripe as a subspe-
cies of A.bimaculatus. Authors subsequent to
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