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Ancistrus maximus,
a new species of red-dotted armored catfish
from rio Branco, Roraima State, Brazilian Amazon
(Siluriformes: Loricariidae)

Renildo R. de Oliveira*, Jansen Zuanon*, Claudio H. Zawadzki**
and Lucia Rapp Py-Daniel*

Ancistrus maximus, new species, is described from the igarapé Macoari, rio Branco drainage, Roraima State, Bra-
zilian Amazon. It is distinguished from all congeners, except A. dolichopterus, A. fulvus and A. latifrons, by having
more branched rays in the dorsal fin (8 vs. 7). Ancistrus maximus is distinguished from A. dolichopterus, A. fulvus
and A. latifrons by color pattern and by the combination of various characters. Ancistrus maximus is remarkable
in its very large body size, attaining 200 mm SL, an uncommon size for species of the genus reached otherwise
only by A. chagresi and A. centrolepis.

Ancistrus maximus, espécie nova, é descrita do igarapé Macoari, drenagem do rio Branco, estado de Roraima,
Amazonia Brasileira. A nova espécie se distingue de todas congéneres, exceto A. dolichopterus, A. fulvus e A. lati-
frons, por possuir mais raios ramificados na nadadeira dorsal (8 vs. 7). Ancistrus maximus é diferenciada de
A. dolichopterus, A. fulvus e A. latifrons pelo padrao de colorido e por uma combinacdo de caracteres. Ancistrus
maximus chama a atengdo pelo notdvel tamanho atingido por individuos adultos, que podem alcangar 200 mm
de comprimento padrdo, um tamanho corporal incomum para as espécies do género, s6 observado também em
A. chagresi e A. centrolepis.

Introduction

In the Amazon Basin, loricariids constitute a
significant part of fish diversity, with a consider-
able number of species waiting to be formally
described. Ancistrus is a diverse loricariid genus
with a large number of undescribed species.
However, the accurate identification of the species

of the genus is difficult due to the historical loss
of a number of primary types from European
collections, the lack of details and otherwise poor
original descriptions, but mainly by the lack of a
taxonomic revision of the whole genus. The few
recently published descriptions of new Amazo-
nian species of Ancistrus are restricted to species
with clearly divergent morphologies, which in-
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