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Homatula change, a new nemacheilid loach 
from the upper Black River basin in Yunnan, China 

(Teleostei: Nemacheilidae)

Marco Endruweit*

Homatula change, new species, is described from the Mengyejiang River, upper Black River basin, Yunnan, China. 
It is distinguished from its congeners by a evenly scaled body; a lower jaw with a median incision; dorsal adipose 
crest reaching forward to a vertical through posterior end of anal-fin base; and a color pattern of 20-22 dark 
gray-brownish, irregularly split, oblique bars on light gray background with some bars having multiple furcations.
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Introduction

The Mengyejiang River is a right bank tributary 
of the Babianjiang River, which is then called 
Longmajiang River, itself a right bank tributary 
to the Black River, also referred to as Lixianjiang 
River. The Mengyejiang River is located in Puer 
Prefecture, Yunnan Province, China. It chiefly 
drains an area south of Jiangcheng, adjacent to 
upper reaches of the Nam Ou within the Mekong 
basin in Phongsali Province, Laos.
 Two species of nemacheilid loaches are known 
to occur in the Mengyejiang River viz. Schistura 
caudofurca and S. callichroma. Nemacheilus laterivit-
tatus, a junior synonym of S. caudofurca, and 
S. callichroma have been originally described from 
the Babianjiang River (Zhu & Wang, 1985), with 
which the Mengyejiang River merges at the bor-
ders of the counties Ninger, Mojiang, and Jiang-
cheng. A recent collection yielded an additional 
nemacheilid from hill streams within the Mengye-
jiang River basin, which is described herein. 

Materials and methods

Meristics, morphometrics and related terminol-
ogy follow Kottelat (1990). Abbreviations used: 
SL, standard length; TL, total length. Vertebral 
counts follow Roberts (1989); the urostyle and 
Weberian apparatus are included and are count-
ed as one vertebra and four vertebrae, respec-
tively. Intestine length is measured stretched, 
freed from the vent, ranging from the intestine’s 
anteriormost point on the wall immediately be-
hind the stomach outlet to the posteriormost 
rectal point. Lateral head length excludes oper-
cular membrane. 
 Measurements are taken point to point with 
a caliper and recorded to nearest 0.1 mm. Eye is 
measured horizontally.  Regional squamation 
densities were examined using a monocular 
Fenglin XSP-06 (50-200 times magnification). 
Radiographs were used to count vertebrae and 
examine gas bladder structure. Location coordi-
nates and altitudes were determined using a 
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