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Exostoma sawmteai, 
a new sisorid catfish from northeast India 

(Teleostei: Sisoridae)

Lalramliana*, Samuel Lalronunga**, Lalnuntluanga** and Heok Hee Ng***

Exostoma sawmteai, new species, is described from the Barak River drainage in Mizoram State, northeastern India. 
It differs from congeners in having the posterior end of the adipose fin adnate with dorsal procurrent caudal-fin 
rays, a lunate caudal fin, total number of vertebrae, and morphometric features associated with the snout, eye, 
distance between the paired fins, body depth, adipose-fin base, and caudal peduncle. Evidence from the literature 
suggests that the genus is more diverse in the Indian subcontinent than currently recognized.

Introduction

Catfishes of the sisorid subfamily Glyptosterninae 
are known from rheophilic habitats throughout 
central, southern and eastern Asia. Members of 
the glyptosternine genus Exostoma Blyth, 1860 are 
known from the Brahmaputra River drainage 
eastwards to the Chao Phraya River drainage in 
northwestern Thailand. They are diagnosed in 
having continuous post-labial groove; gill open-
ings not extending onto venter; homodont denti-
tion; oar-shaped, distally flattened teeth in both 
jaws; tooth patches separated in upper jaw; 10-11 
branched pectoral rays (Thomson & Page, 2006). 
There are seven valid species recognized (Ng & 
Vidthayanon, 2014), viz. Exostoma barakensis 
Vishwanath & Joyshree, 2007, E. berdmorei Blyth, 

1860, E. effrenum Ng & Vidthayanon, 2014, E. la-
biatum (Mc Clelland, 1842), E. peregrinator Ng & 
Vidthayanon, 2014, E. stuarti (Hora, 1923) and 
E. vinciguerrae (Regan, 1905).
 The headwaters of Barak river drainage 
within the Surma-Meghna river system (one of 
the three river systems that forms the Ganges 
Delta besides the Brahmaputra and Ganges), is 
poorly explored ichthyologically. Recent surveys 
conducted along Pharsih River, a tributary of 
Tuivai River (Barak River drainage) in Mizoram, 
northeastern India, resulted in the collection of 
specimens of a species of Exostoma that was ini-
tially identified as E. barakensis, but on detailed 
examination was found to markedly differ from 
it and all other congeners. It is described here as 
E. sawmteai.
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