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of Phoxinus strandjae

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)
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Phoxinus strandjae was assessed as Endangered species according to the IUCN criteria due to its very limited 
distribution range and expected population decline. Although it was believed to be restricted to the Veleka and 
Rezve drainages in Bulgaria and Turkey, it was found in ten additional, independent stream catchments in 
Thrace and Anatolia. The species was also found to be highly abundant and threat levels are expected to be only 
moderate in these basins. It might therefore be listed with a lower threat status in the IUCN Red List. 
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Introduction

Phoxinus strandjae was originally described from 
the Istranca mountain basin in Bulgaria by Drens-
ky (1926, 1951). Then, the species was reported 
from the Veleka and Rezve drainages, draining 
from the Yıldız Mountains to the Black Sea in 
Bulgaria and Turkey (Kottelat, 2007). Phoxinus 
strandjae was first considered to be synonym of 
Phoxinus phoxinus by Kottelat (1997) and Vassilev 
& Pehlivanov (2005) but it was later accepted as 
a valid species by Kottelat (2007). When the Eu-
ropean freshwater fishes were assessed according 
to the Red List Criteria (Kottelat & Freyhof, 2007; 
Freyhof & Brooks, 2011), the species was only 
known to occur in these two drainages, hence it 
was assessed as Endangered (EN) with the crite-
ria B1 ab (ii, iii) as its distribution area was around 

2000 km2 and a decline in annual discharge of the 
Veleka River was recorded (Freyhof & Kottelat, 
2007). During recent field surveys in Turkey be-
tween 2000 and 2014, P. strandjae has been found 
at 17 localities (see Fig. 1) in eleven different small 
catchments. The aim of this study is to make these 
findings available for a future re-assessment of 
the conservation status of the species following 
the IUCN category. 

Material and methods

Phoxinus strandjae specimens were collected from 
the streams using a portable electroshocker. 
Voucher material are stored in the University 
Science Faculty Hydrobiology Museum, Istanbul 
(IUSHM). Identification follows Kottelat (2007). 
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