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Glyptothorax senapatiensis, a new species of catfish 
(Teleostei: Sisoridae) 
from Manipur, India

Nongthombam Premananda*, Laishram Kosygin** and Bano Saidullah***

Glyptothorax senapatiensis, new species, is described from the Chindwin River drainage of Manipur, India. It is 
distinguished from its congeners by a combination of characters: deep body (depth at dorsal-fin origin 21.0-26.8 % 
SL, at anus 17.1-18.2 % SL); deep caudal peduncle (8.4-9.3 % SL); narrow head (width 72-82 % HL); short dorsal-
fin spine (14.6-15.8 % SL) shorter than depth of body immediately ventral; short pectoral-fin (20.6-23.9 % SL); 
thoracic adhesive apparatus with U-shaped median depression opening caudally; dorsal-fin spine with 6-7 serrae 
posteriorly; pectoral-fin spine with 8-10 serrae posteriorly; nasal barbel extending to middle of orbit; skin on head 
and body densely tuberculate; cream mid-dorsal stripe extending from behind dorsal-fin base to caudal-fin base; 
and distinctly pale nuchal plate elements.
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Introduction

The sisorid catfish genus Glyptothorax is the most 
widely distributed genus of the family, extending 
from Turkey to Southern China and Java (Ferraris 
& Britz, 2005). The genus is very diverse in the 
Indian sub-continent (29 of 84 nominal species; 
Ng, 2005), although the taxonomy of Indian 
Glyptothorax is poorly understood. The genus is 
characterised by the presence of a thoracic adhe-
sive apparatus comprising an elliptical field of 
folded longitudinal pleats of skin, a detached 
distal portion of the premaxilla, and long and thin 

lateral arms of the vomer that extend under the 
entire length of the articular process of the lat-
eral ethmoid (de Pinna, 1996). Ng & Kullander 
(2013) recorded six species of Glyptothorax from 
the Chindwin River drainage: G. granulus, G. igni-
culus, G. minutus, G. ngapang, G. rugimentum and 
G. ventrolineatus. During ichthyological surveys 
conducted in the Senapati district of Manipur, 
India, the first author collected seven specimens 
of an unnamed Glyptothorax from the Imphal 
River (part of the Chindwin River drainage), 
which are described here as G. senapatiensis.
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