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Two new species of Garra 
(Pisces: Cyprinidae) 

from the Chindwin River basin in Manipur, India, 
with notes on some nominal Garra species 

of the Himalayan foothills

Kongbrailatpam Nebeshwar* and Waikhom Vishwanath*

Two new species of Garra with smooth snout are described from the Chindwin River basin in Manipur, India. 
Garra chakpiensis, new species, is distinguished from its congeners, among others, by having 38-40 lateral-line 
scales; the upper lip as a transverse flap-like non-papilliferous fleshy tissue; chest and median region of abdomen 
scaled; central callous pad relatively anteriorly-placed; and presence of pleated papilliferous fold on each side. 
Garra ukhrulensis, new species, is distinguished from its congeners, among others, by having 40-41 lateral-line 
scales; presence of upper lip as one thick transverse band of nonpapilliferous and papilliferous fleshy tissue ar-
ranged in 2-4 transverse ridges; chest and median region of abdomen naked; central callous pad relatively pos-
teriorly-placed; and presence of pleated papilliferous fold on each side. The characters of some nominal species 
earlier reported under various generic names are discussed based on their original description and some type 
materials.

* Department of Life Sciences, Manipur University, Canchipur, Imphal-795003, Manipur, India. E-mail: 
knebeshwar@yahoo.com, wvnath@gmail.com

Introduction

Species of the bottom dwelling cyprinid fish genus 
Garra Hamilton, 1822 are characteristic in having 
a modified lower lip forming a mental adhesive 
disc, with one of the following snout characters: 
a smooth surface, a transverse lobe, a proboscis 
with a transverse lobe, and a pair of rostral lobes 
with or without a transverse lobe. Kullander & 
Fang (2004) first observed a pair of rostral lobes 
on the snout of each of their newly described six 
species from the Rakhine Yoma in Myanmar, viz., 
G. propulvinus, G. vittatula, G. rakhinica, G. flavatra, 

G. poecilura and G. nigricolis. Hora (1921) described 
G. naganensis from the Brahmaputra River basin 
and G. abhoyai from the Chindwin River basin in 
Manipur. Other known species in Manipur are: 
G. compressa, G. elongata, G. litanensis, G. namyaen-
sis and G. paralissorhynchus from the Chindwin 
River basin; and G. manipurensis and G. lissorhyn-
chus from the Brahmaputra River basin (Nebesh-
war et al. 2012; Shangningam & Vishwanath, 
2012). 
 Several workers (Günther, 1868; Hora, 1921; 
Menon, 1964; Jayaram, 1991; Talwar & Jingran, 
1991) treated several old nominal species that are 
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