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Cophecheilus brevibarbatus,
a new labeonine fish from Guangxi, South China
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Anyou He*, Wei Huang**, You He*** and Jian Yang****

Cophecheilus brevibarbatus, new species, is described from Longbu Spring in Tiandong County, Guangxi, South
China. It is distinguished from the only congener C. bamen, by its short barbels, relatively anterior insertion of
dorsal and pelvic fins, and pharyngeal teeth in three rows with five teeth on the inner row.

Introduction

The Labeonini (sensu Rainboth, 1991) or La-
beoninae (sensu Chen et al., 1984) are fishes with
highly modified and variable morphology of
oromandibular structure (e.g. upper lip absent
or present, rostral cap fringed or not, lower lip
covered with papillae or modified into suctorial
disc). They are widely distributed in Africa and
Asia. Zhang et al. (2000) revised the Labeoninae
fishes in China; a total 20 genera were recognised.
Later, several new genera were named, reaching
now a total of 28 (Zhang & Zhou, 2012; Huang et
al., 2014). The genus Cophecheilus includes only
one species, C. bamen, from a tributary of the Zuo
River, Guangxi, and it is remarkable for its distinc-
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tive rostral cap and lower lip (Zhu et al., 2011).

We describe here a new species of Cophechei-
lus. The new species shows the characters of the
genus Cophecheilus: an arched, subdistal depressed
rostral cap; rostral cap with small papillae on its
anterior portion and connected with lower lip;
upper lip reduced, medially adnated to the upper
jaw, and laterally produced into a frenum con-
necting the upper jaw with the lower lip; jaws
crescent arched, with sharped anterior edges;
lower jaw separated from lower lip by a deep
groove; lower lip separated into one median lobe
and two lateral lobes; lobate papillae scattered on
lower lip; postlabial groove present and inter-
rupted by the median lobe.
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