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Glyptothorax clavatus, a new species of sisorid catfish  
from Manipur, northeastern India  

(Teleostei: Sisoridae)

Yumnam Rameshori* and Waikhom Vishwanath*

Glyptothorax clavatus, new species, is described from the Barak-Meghna-Surma River drainage part of Manipur 
in northeastern India. It is characteristic in having a thoracic adhesive apparatus consisting of ridges of skin ex-
tending in an elliptical field with a chevron-shaped median depression; the ventral surface of pectoral-fin spine 
and first pelvic-fin ray without striae; body with dense tuberculation; distinct light cream midlateral and mid-
dorsal stripes running along the entire length of the body; the first branchial arch with 2 + 7 rakers; a slender 
caudal peduncle (depth 8.6-10.1 % SL) and a long dorsal-fin spine (17.1-18.8 % SL).
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Introduction

Members of the genus Glyptothorax inhabit hill 
streams and swift flowing rivers from the Eu-
phrates River drainage in eastern Turkey east-
wards to the Yangtze River drainage and south-
wards to the Indian subcontinent and the Great-
er Sunda Islands (Ng & Kullander, 2013).
 Glyptothorax is a speciose genus with ap-
proximately 80 known species, of which about 40 
are distributed only in the Indian subcontinent 
(Ng & Lalramliana, 2013). Four species of Glyp-
tothorax have been recorded from the Barak-
Meghna-Surma drainage part in India, viz., 
G. cavia, G. maceriatus, G. manipurensis and G. scro-
biculus. The record of only four species from the 
drainage suggests inadequate sampling (due to 
inaccessibility) or collections being made in mea-
gre amount from very small sections of the drain-
age. 

A recent ichthyological survey of the headwaters 
of the Barak River, at Maram Khullen in the 
Senapati District of Manipur, northeastern India 
included an unnamed species of Glyptothorax, 
which is herein described as G. clavatus.

Materials and methods

Measurements were made point to point with 
digital calipers and data recorded to tenths of a 
millimetre. Counts and measurements were made 
on the left side of the specimens whenever pos-
sible, following Ng & Kottelat (1998). Subunits of 
the head are presented as proportions of head 
length (HL). Head length and measurements of 
body parts are given as proportions of standard 
length (SL). The adhesive apparatus was meas-
ured following Vishwanath & Linthoingambi 
(2007). Osteological structures were observed in 
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