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Two new species of Parananochromis  
from Cameroon, Central Africa  

(Teleostei: Cichlidae) 

Anton Lamboj*

Parananochromis elobatus, new species, is an elongate species distinguished from congeners by the combination 
of: three tubular infraorbital bones, scales absent from the chest, a weakly developed pharyngeal pad, and short 
dorsal fin lappets. Parananochromis orsorum, new species, is diagnosed by the presence of four tubular infraorbitals, 
pelvic fin with black tips in females, and absence of silvery dots on body scales of males.

* Department of Integrative Zoology, Faculty of Life Sciences, University of Vienna, Althanstrasse 14, A-1090 
Wien, Austria. E-mail: anton.lamboj@univie.ac.at

Introduction

The cichlid genus Parananochromis Greenwood, 
1987 includes six species of small- to medium-
sized cichlids restricted to rivers in the Rio Muni 
drainage, Gabon and southern Cameroon. A re-
view was provided by Lamboj (2004: 173-174), 
where two undescribed species were noted (P. sp. 
“Ntem” and P. sp. “Sanaga”), but left undescribed. 
The purpose of the present paper is to provide 
formal descriptions for these two species.

Material and methods

External counts and measurements follow Barel 
et al. (1977). All measurements were taken on the 
left side of specimens with digital calipers. Two 
specimens of P. orsorum were cleared and double 
stained following Dingerkus & Uhler (1977). Skin 
from below of eye on the right side was also re-
moved from several specimens of both species to 

allow examination of infraorbital bones. Descrip-
tions of live coloration and behavior are based on 
several wild-caught specimens. Museum abbre-
viations: AMNH, American Museum of Natural 
History, New York; BMNH, Natural History 
Museum, London; CAS-SU, California Academy 
of Sciences (ex-Stanford University), San Fran-
cisco; CU, Cornell University, Ithaca; MCZ, 
Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge; 
MHNG, Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle, Genève; 
MRAC, Musée Royal de l’Afrique Centrale, Ter-
vuren; NMW, Naturhistorisches Museum, Wien; 
ZSM, Zoologische Staatssammlung, München. 
The following abbreviations are used: SL, stand-
ard length; HL, head length.

Parananochromis elobatus, new species
(Figs. 1-2)

Holotype. NMW 95250, male, 58.3 mm SL; Ca-
meroon: Ntem river system, creek on road Sang-
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