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Anablepsoides urubuiensis, 
a new killifish from central Brazilian Amazon 

(Cyprinodontiformes: Rivulidae)

Wilson J. E. M. Costa*

Anablepsoides urubuiensis, new species, is described from the upper Urubu river drainage, northern Brazil. It 
constitutes the first record of a species of the A. limoncochae group for the central Amazon region. The new species 
is distinguished from all other rivulines by a unique colour pattern of flank, including the presence of two red 
stripes distinctively widened in their posterior portion; it also differs from the other congeners of the A. limonco-
chae group by a combination of caudal fin oval, absence of light yellow or light orange stripe on the distal margin 
of the anal fin in males, and dorsal fin placed in a vertical through the base between the last two anal-fin rays or 
posterior to it. 
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Introduction

Anablepsoides comprises a diversified clade of 
rivuline killifishes, with over 45 nominal species 
occurring in a vast area of northern South Amer-
ica and some Caribbean islands (Costa, 2011). 
Anablepsoides, formerly considered as a subgenus 
of Rivulus, includes several nominal species with 
geographic range restricted to streams of the 
Amazon Forest. However, taxonomic studies have 
mainly focused on collections from southern, 
eastern, and western Amazonian regions (e. g., 
Hoedeman, 1962; Fels & de Rham, 1981; Fels & 
Huber, 1985; Berkenkamp, 1989; Huber, 1992; 
Staeck & Schindler, 1997; Costa, 2010; Costa & De 
Luca, 2011; Valdesalici & Schindler, 2011), where-
as studies on species occurring in the central 
Amazon are still rare (e. g., Garman, 1895; Costa 

& Lazzarotto, 2008). More recent studies (e. g., 
Costa, 2010) have concluded that the diversity of 
Amazonian rivuline species presently placed in 
Anablepsoides is larger than previously stated (e. g., 
Costa, 2006). 
 The Amazon concentrates the greatest diver-
sification of species of Anablepsoides, which are 
often classified in different species groups (Huber, 
1992; Costa, 2006, 2010). Two species groups, the 
A. urophthalmus and the A. limoncochae groups, 
are similar by including mid-sized species reach-
ing about 40-60 mm SL, with longitudinal rows 
of red dots on the flank in males (Huber, 1992). 
Costa (2010) provided some characters useful to 
distinguish these groups, comprising the presence 
of light yellow to orange zones on the dorsal and 
ventral margins of the caudal fin in males of spe-
cies of the A. urophthalmus group and the presence 
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