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Hisonotus bocaiuva, a new species 
from the rio São Francisco basin, Brazil 

(Teleostei: Loricariidae)

Fábio F. Roxo*, ** Gabriel S. C. Silva*, Claudio Oliveira* and Cláudio H. Zawadzki***

Hisonotus bocaiuva, new species, is described from the rio São Francisco basin, municipality of Bocaiúva, Minas 
Gerais State, Brazil. It is distinguished from other members of the Otothyrinae by the following characters: a 
conspicuous tuft of enlarged odontodes on the posterior tip of parieto-supraoccipital; the presence of a rostral 
plate with posterior notch articulated with mesethmoid; the snout completely covered by odontodes; the abdomen 
partially covered by plates; the number of lateral median plates; the absence of adipose fin; and by morphomet-
ric characters. The new species is additionally distinguished by having three vertical dark bands on the caudal 
fin and the absence of broader light stripes on the dorsolateral surface of the head.
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Introduction

The Loricariidae is one of the most diverse and 
widespread families of the Neotropical freshwa-
ter ichthyofauna and is composed of seven sub-
families which are, in alphabetical order: Delt-
urinae, Hypoptopomatinae, Hypostominae, 
Lithogeninae, Loricariinae, Neoplecostominae, 
and Otothyrinae (Armbruster, 2004; Reis et al., 
2006; Chiachio et al., 2008). Actually, Otothyrinae 
(sensu Chiachio et al., 2008) is composed of about 
75 species classified in 10 genera (Eschmeyer, 
2012): Corumbataia, Epactionotus, Eurycheilichthys, 
Hisonotus, Microlepidogaster, Otothyris, Otothyr-
opsis, Parotocinclus, Pseudotothyris and Schizolecis. 

The genus Hisonotus was established by Eigen-
mann & Eigenmann (1889) to accommodate 
Hisonotus notatus, the type species collected in 
Santa Cruz by the Brazilian emperor Dom Pedro 
II and in Juiz de Fora during the Thayer Expedi-
tion. Actually, Hisonotus includes 30 valid species 
(Carvalho & Reis, 2009; Carvalho & Reis, 2011; 
Carvalho & Datovo, 2012; Martins & Langeani, 
2012) and is widespread in drainages of Southern 
and Southeastern Brazil, from the rio Uruguay 
basin, upper rio Paraná basin, Laguna dos Patos 
and coastal drainages extending from Rio Grande 
do Sul to Rio de Janeiro and the Amazon basin. 
 Regan (1904) studied the osteology of the 
members of the family Loricariidae and consid-
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