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Cyanogaster noctivaga,
a remarkable new genus and species of miniature fish
from the Rio Negro, Amazon basin
(Ostariophysi: Characidae)

George M. T. Mattox*, Ralf Britz**, Monica Toledo-Piza*
and Manoela M. E. Marinho***

Cyanogaster noctivaga, new genus, new species, is described from the Rio Negro, Brazil. It is a miniature fish of
the Characidae belonging to the Stevardiinae based on the presence of ii +8 dorsal-fin rays and four teeth in the
inner premaxillary tooth series. The new taxon can be distinguished from all other members of the Stevardiinae
by having the reduced number of i+5 pelvic-fin rays and the presence of a single conical tooth in the outer pre-
maxillary tooth series. Other non-exclusive diagnostic features of Cyanogaster within the Stevardiinae are the lack
of maxillary teeth, the incomplete lateral line, transparency of the body and conspicuous blue abdominal region.
Mature males have hooks on the pelvic- and anal-fin rays. A detailed osteological description of the new genus
and species is is presented with comments on its putative relationships.

Cyanogaster noctivaga, género novo, espécie nova, é descrita do Rio Negro, Brasil. E um Characidae miniatura
pertencente a Stevardiinae com base na presenga de ii+8 raios na nadadeira dorsal e quatro dentes na série in-
terna do pré-maxilar. O novo taxon pode ser distinguido de todos os outros membros de Stevardiinae pelo ni-
mero reduzido de i+5 raios na nadadeira pélvica e pela presenga de um tinico dente conico na série externa do
pré-maxilar. Outros caracteres diagndsticos nao-exclusivos de Cyanogaster em Stevardiinae sdo a auséncia de
dentes no maxilar, a linha lateral incompleta, a transparéncia do corpo e o conspicuo colorido azul na regiao
abdominal. Uma descricao osteolégica detalhada do novo género e espécie é apresentada, com comentarios sobre
suas possiveis relagoes.
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