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Pseudolaguvia lapillicola,
a new species of catfish from Peninsular India
(Teleostei: Sisoridae)

Ralf Britz*, Anvar Ali** and Rajeev Raghavan*****

Pseudolaguvia lapillicola, new species, is described from southern Karnataka, Peninsular India. It is distinguished
from other congeners by its colour pattern consisting of a yellow brown ground colour with peppering of dark
brown to black spots, two incomplete cream vertical bands restricted to ventral side of body and a crescentic mark
at the base of the caudal fin separated from subdistal caudal fin blotches. It is similar to P. foveolata from West
Bengal and the only other congener from Peninsular India, P. austrina, in having a rhomboid adhesive thoracic
disc reaching posteriorly only to middle of pectoral-fin base, but is distinguished from these two species by details

of body proportions.

Introduction

The genus Pseudolaguvia comprises small sisorid
catfishes found in hill streams and larger rivers
of the Ganges and Bramaputra drainages in Ne-
pal, India and Bangladesh, the Ayeyarwaddy and
Sittang drainages in Myanmar and the Bharata-
puzha River in the Western Ghats, peninsular
India (Ng, 2006; Ng & Lalramliana, 2010; Rad-
hakrishnan et al., 2011). Members of this genus
superficially resemble miniature species of Glyp-
tothorax in overall morphology, but differ in
having a prominent postcoracoid process and a
serrated anterior edge of the pectoral spine (Rad-
hakrishnan et al., 2011).

Currently, 15 species of Pseudolaguvia are
considered valid of which 14 species, the large

majority, are distributed in sub-Himalayan drain-
ages from Nepal to Myanmar. The only member
of this genus recorded so far from peninsular
India is Pseudolaguuvia austrina, a recently described
species from the Bharatapuzha drainage in Kerala,
part of the Western Ghats (Radhakrishnan et al.,
2011). Recent field work in streams of the Western
Ghats in the Southern Indian state of Karnataka
led to the discovery of another new species of
Pseudolaguvia, which is described herein.

Materials and methods
Measurements were made point to point (0.1 mm)

with dial callipers. Counts and measurements
were made on the left side of specimens when-
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