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Schistura koladynensis, a new species of loach
from the Koladyne basin, Mizoram, India
(Teleostei: Nemacheilidae)

Yumnam Lokeshwor* and Waikhom Vishwanath*

Schistura koladynensis, new species, is described from the Koladyne River in Mizoram, India. It is distinguished
from its congeners by a combination of characters: 10-11 brown bars on the body, the black bar on the caudal-fin
base not extending its full height, specific arrangement of vertical rows of coloured spots on the caudal fin, 8%
branched dorsal-fin rays, complete lateral line, deeply forked caudal fin with 9+ 8 branched rays, well developed
axillary pelvic lobe, nine pores in the preoperculomandibular canal and small barbels that do not extend beyond

anterior rim of orbit.

Introduction

The nemacheilid loaches of the genus Schistura
McClelland of the family Nemacheilidae, consist-
ing about 190 valid species, are predominantly
small sized with attractive colouration; with
medially interrupted lower lip without forming
two lateral triangular pads; moderately arched
mouth, 2.0-3.5 times wider than long; usually
with a black bar (sometimes dissociated) on
caudal-fin base and dorsal fin with one or two
black marks along its base (Kottelat, 1990; Vish-
wanath & Laishram, 2001). The genus occurs in
the hill streams of most of South and Southeast
Asia (Kottelat, 2012).

The Koladyne (Kolodyne in Burmese) River,
locally known as Chhimtuipui in Mizoram, is and
independent drainage located between the Gan-
ga-Brahmaputra and the Chindwin-Irrawaddy
drainages. Theriver is separated from the Ganga-
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Brahmaputra drainage by the Chittagong hill tract
in the west, and from the Chindwin-Irrawaddy
by the Rakhine Yoma hill range in the east. There
are only a few reports available on the fishes of
the Koladyne (Kar & Sen, 2007; Anganthoibi &
Vishwanath, 2009,2010,2011; Darshan et al., 2011;
Dishma & Vishwanath, 2012; Rameshori & Vish-
wanath, 2012) and thus its ichthyofauna is poor-
ly explored. A collection of fishes from the Kola-
dyne River at Kolchaw, Mizoram, included an
undescribed species of Schistura, which is herein
described as S. koladynensis.

Materials and methods

Measurements were made on the left side of the
specimens whenever possible, with dial calipers
to the nearest 0.1 mm. Subunits of the head are
presented as proportions of dorsal head length
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