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The type locality of Nothobranchius seychellensis 
(Cyprinodontiformes: Nothobranchiidae)
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Ahl (1935) described Nothobranchius seychellensis on 
the basis of female specimens supposedly collected 
in the Seychelles and deposited in the Natural His-
tory Museum, London. Bailey (1972) examined these 
specimens (BMNH 1865.3.18.98-99), and he com-
mented that the locality of the collection was prob-
ably equivocal and resulted from erroneous labelling. 
He considered Zanzibar or the lower Pangani River 
basin, both in present Tanzania, as the possible cor-
rect localities, which were also sampled by Playflair, 
the collector of these specimens (see Playfair & 
Günther, 1866 for a complete account of Playfair’s 
collections). In addition, Bailey (1972) considered 
both N. seychell ensis and N. melanospilus (Pfeffer, 
1896) as synonyms of N. guentheri (Pfeffer, 1893). 
 Subsequently, Wildekamp (1981, 2004) con-
cluded that N. guentheri is restricted to Zanzibar 
island and N. melanospilus is a valid species, geo-
graphically widespread along coastal river basins of 
continental East Africa. He considered N. sey chellensis 
as a synonym of the latter species, and consequent-
ly the lower Pangani river as the correct type local-
ity of N. seychellensis. However, more recent field 
studies revealed that N. melanospi lus is also present 
in Zanzibar, but the supposed type locality of its 
junior synonym has been kept as the lower Pangani 
river (Wildekamp et al., 2009). 
 Recent examination of the syntypes of N. seychell-
ensis revealed that they consist of five females. They 
depict the typical spotted colour pattern described 
for females of N. melanospilus (e. g., Wildekamp et 
al., 2009). Further, although the locality is stated as 
Seychelles on the label, the old record in collection 
registers clearly indicates that the material was col-
lected by Playflair in Zanzibar. 
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