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First record from the wild of Carinotetraodon imitator 
in Peninsular India 

(Teleostei: Tetraodontiformes: Tetraodontidae)

Ralf Britz*, Anvar Ali**, Siby Philip**, Krishna Kumar*** and Rajeev Raghavan**, ****

The first record from the wild of the freshwater dwarf puffer fish Carinotetraodon imitator, originally described 
from aquarium trade specimens, is reported. Five males and two females were collected from the Kumaradhara 
River in southern Karnataka, Peninsular India, providing clear evidence for its occurrence in the Western Ghats 
biodiversity hotspot. 
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Introduction

The genus Carinotetraodon currently comprises 
six valid species of dwarf pufferfishes restricted 
to freshwaters in Asia. The genus has an interest-
ing disjunct distribution with C. borneensis, C. sali-

vator, and C. irrubesco restricted to Sundaland, 
C. lorteti to Indochina (Thailand, Cambodia, Viet-
nam), and C. travancoricus and C. imitator to Pen-
insular India. Carinotetraodon imitator was de-
scribed by Britz & Kottelat (1999) based on 
specimens imported via the aquarium fish trade 
to Germany in 1999 along with a large number 
of C. travancoricus. The actual natural distribution 

of C. imitator was unknown to Britz & Kottelat 
(1999: 40) at the time of description and the authors 
believed that “formally naming the species is the 
best way to call attention to its existence and will 
incite others to look for it.”
 Since its description, however, no additional 
information has been published and until today 
the natural distribution of C. imitator has remained 
elusive. During a recent collecting trip to southern 
Karnataka we were able to collect a number of 
dwarf pufferfishes. A closer study showed that 
they are clearly C. imitator and the present paper 
serves to report on the first record of this species 
from the wild.
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