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Melanorivulus pindorama, a new killifish 
from the Tocantins River drainage, central Brazilian Cerrado 

(Cyprinodontiformes: Rivulidae)

Wilson J. E. M. Costa*

Melanorivulus pindorama, new species, from the upper Tocantins River drainage, southern Amazonas River basin, 
central Brazil, is described. It is distinguished from all other congeners by having a unique colour pattern of flank 
and unpaired fins, consisting of pale grey spots overlapped by red reticulations on the flank and transverse rows 
of light grey spots on the dorsal fin in both sexes, and the presence of pale blue spots on the posterior portion of 
the anal fin, and caudal fin bluish grey without bars in males. Phylogenetic relationships of the new species are 
still unclear, but a possible close relationship with M. paracatuensis is hypothesized because of a superficial simi-
larity in colour patterns, including the presence of a pale ground colour on flank with red pigmentation arranged 
in a reticulate pattern.

Melanorivulus pindorama, sp. nov., da drenagem do alto rio Tocantins, sul da bacia do rio Amazonas, Brasil central, 
é descrita. Ela se distingue de todos os congêneres por possuir um padrão de colorido exclusivo de flanco e na-
dadeiras ímpares, consistindo de manchas cinza pálidas sobrepostas por reticulações vermelhas no flanco e filei-
ras transversais de manchas cinza claras na nadadeira dorsal de ambos os sexos, e a presença de manchas azul 
pálidas na porção posterior da nadadeira anal e nadadeira caudal cinza azulada sem barras em machos. As rela-
ções filogenéticas da nova espécie não são ainda claras, mas um possível parentesco próximo com M. paracatuen-
sis é hipotetizado devido a uma superficial similaridade em padrões de colorido, incluindo a presença de uma 
coloração de fundo pálida no flanco com pigmentação vermelha disposta em padrão reticulado.
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Introduction

A high diversity of killifishes of the genus Melano-
rivulus, formerly considered as a subgenus of 
Rivulus (Costa, 2011), has been recorded for the 
streams draining the plateaus of central Brazil 
(Costa, 1989, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008a-c, 2010; 
Costa & Brasil, 2008). Species of Melanorivulus 
from that region are commonly found in the shal-
low parts of savanna streams dominated by the 

buriti-palm (Mauritia flexuosa) in the upper Paraná-
Paraguay river system (Costa, 1989, 2005, 2007, 
2008 a-c) and in the upper section of the Tocantins 
and Araguaia river drainages (Costa, 2005, 2006, 
2010; Costa & Brasil, 2008).  
 Two species have recently been described 
from the upper Tocantins river drainage. The first 
one, M. planaltinus from the upper section of the 
Maranhão River sub-drainage (Costa & Brasil, 
2008), is a member of the M. pictus species com-
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