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The type locality and type series
of Potamophylax pygmaeus Myers & Carvalho, 1955
(Teleostei: Poeciliidae)

Paulo H. E. Lucinda* and Carlos A. S. Lucena**

Potamophylax pygmaeus Myers & Carvalho, in Myers,
1955 was described as a new genus and species based
on specimens collected at Borba, Amazonas, Brazil by
Alexandre Parko in 1943. The name P. pygmaeus ap-
peared in a note at the end of a one-page paper by
Myers (1955) on the vernacular and scientific names of
families and subfamilies of cyprinodontiform fishes.
Parko’s specimens have been referred to as holotype
and paratypes by a variety of authors (e.g. Roberts,
1970; Costa, 1996; Parenti, 1981; Eschmeyer & Fricke,
2011).

Eight specimens of P. pygmaeus collected by Parko
are housed in the fish collection of the Museu Na-
cional, Rio de Janeiro (MNR]) and an additional three
are deposited in the Department of Ichthyology, Cali-
fornia Academy of Sciences (CAS). These eleven
specimens are divided among three lots that have been
catalogued as holotype (MNR] 4126) and paratypes
(MNR] 14160, 7 specimens; SU 50196, 3 paratypes
[Stanford University, now at CAS]). However, no holo-
type and paratypes of P. pygmaeus were designated in
the original description. In fact, no type specimens at
all were mentioned by Myers (1955) and, therefore, all
the specimens on which the species was based are
syntypes (International Code of Zoological Nomencla-
ture, art. 72.1.1)

Finally, we call the attention to the fact that the
original labels and handwritten notes associated with
the type specimens of P. pygmaeus (MNR] 4126, MNR]
14160) include a more detailed description of the type-
locality: “Lagoa de Borba, Municipio de Borba, Ama-
zonas” than the information provided by Roberts (1970),
Costa (1996), and Eschmeyer & Fricke (2011) (“Borba,
lower rio Madeira, Amazonas”).
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