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Pangio ammophila, a new species of eel-loach
from Karnataka, southern India
(Teleostei: Cypriniformes: Cobitidae)

Ralf Britz*, Anvar Ali** and Rajeev Raghavan*****

Pangio ammophila, new species, is described from India. It is distinguished from other congeners by its unique
colour pattern consisting of a midlateral stripe and a reticulated pattern of chromatophores loosely organised in
a middorsal and paired dorsolateral bands on a light beige background.

Introduction

Loaches of the genus Pangio are distributed in
India and most of Indochina and the Sunda Is-
lands (Kottelat & Lim, 1993). They comprise 31
valid species of small, elongated, eel-like cyprini-
forms commonly known as eel-loaches (Kottelat,
in press). While the vast majority of Pangio species
has been reported from Indochina and the Sunda
Islands (see Burridge, 1992; Kottelat & Lim, 1993;
Britz & Maclaine, 2007; Tan & Kottelat, 2009;
Hadiaty & Kottelat, 2009; Britz & Kottelat, 2010),
only three valid species are known from India,
P. pangia from the Ganges drainage in West Ben-
gal, Assam and Manipur, P. apoda from the Tista
in West Bengal (Britz & Maclaine, 2007) and
P. goaensis originally described from the Colem
river in Goa (Tilak, 1972), but later also reported
from the Chaliyar drainage (Rema Devi et al.,
2000) and Manimala river (Raju Thomas et al.,

E-mail: r.britz@nhm.ac.uk

1999) in Kerala. Recent fieldwork in southern
Karnataka revealed a small species of Pangio that
isreadily distinguished from its Indian congeners
by its colour pattern. The present contribution
serves to describe this new species.

Material and methods

Methods for counts and measurements follow
Kottelat & Lim (1993). Standard length (SL),
predorsal, and prepelvic length were measured
with digital callipers to the nearest 0.1 mm. Fin
ray counts were obtained from alcohol specimens
under transmitted light. The last rays of the dor-
sal and anal fins are often referred to as ‘split to
the base’, as e.g. in Kottelat & Lim (1993). Ana-
tomically these are, however, two separate fin
rays articulating with the same pterygiophore
and are counted as two. Vertebral counts and
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