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Identity of Rasbora beauforti, a cyprinid fish from Borneo 
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Maurice Kottelat*, ** and Tan Heok Hui**, ***

The identity of Rasbora beauforti has remained uncertain since its original description in 1937 as a result of the loss 
of the original material. Recent attempts to collect it at and near the type locality did not yield any species fitting 
the original description but created the suspicion that the original description is based on a series including more 
than one species. A neotype is designated; R. beauforti is now a junior synonym of R. cephalotaenia. 
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Introduction

The genus Rasbora includes small cyprinid fishes 
found throughout South and Southeast Asia. It 
presently includes about 120 species. The genus 
has been revised by Brittan (1954), which remains 
a very important work for the identification, even 
though a great number of species have been 
discovered and described in the last 20 years (see, 
e. g., Hadiaty & Kottelat, 2009; Tan, 1999, 2009; 
Lim, 1995; Kottelat, 1991, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2008, 
in press; Kottelat & Tan, 2011; Lumbantobing, 
2010). These discoveries reflect important field 
activity. Despite this activity, a few of the species 
described by earlier authors have not been col-
lected again or are not properly identifiable.
 One of them is R. beauforti whose identity 
remained unclear since its original description by 
Hardenberg (1937). Hardenberg described it on 
the basis of “many” specimens from Kumai 

River in “south-west Borneo”, now in Kalimantan 
Tengah Province of Indonesia. The mouth of the 
Kumai River is located 2°44'00" S 111°43'00" E. The 
most noteworthy characters mentioned in the 
original description are the presence of a “dark 
band along the sides”, an incomplete lateral line 
perforating the anterior 10 scales, and a body 
depth about 4 times in the “body length” (stand-
ard length). The original description did not in-
clude an illustration. Hardenberg did not mention 
where the specimens were deposited, but it has 
been presumed that they were in the collections 
of the Laboratory of Oceanography in Batavia 
[now Jakarta], where he worked and where Kou-
mans (e. g. 1940) examined species described by 
Hardenberg. This collection has apparently been 
lost during WW2 or at or after the independence 
of Indonesia. A few specimens of this collection 
have been sent to the Netherlands. Trewavas 
(1977: 412) reported on the syntypes of Johnius 
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