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An overview of the western Palaearctic loach genus
Oxynoemacheilus
(Teleostei: Nemacheilidae)

Jorg Freyhof*, Fiisun Erk’akan**, Cevher Ozeren*** and Anabel Perdices****

Oxynoemacheilus is a species-rich genus of nemacheilid fishes known from Albania eastwards to Central Iran.
There are 58 available species-group names and 41 species are recognized here as valid. Four species occur in
Europe (O. bureschi, O. merga, O. pindus, O. theophilii) and 38 species are found in Anatolia and the Middle East.
Barbatula paucilepis, Cobitis tigris, Nemacheilus tigris cyri, N. namiri, Noemacheilus tigris seyhanensis and Orthrias an-
gorae ercisianus recently placed in Paracobitis as well as Nun galilaeus and Seminemacheilus tongiorgii are all transferred

to Oxynoemacheilus.

Introduction

The main obstacles in the study of the nemachei-
lid loaches of the Middle East are the confused
definitions of the genera and the high number of
poorly diagnosed species described from this area.
Prokofiev (2009) recognized seven genera of
nemacheilid loaches in the Middle East west of
the Indus-Helmand drainages and the Aral Sea
basin: Metaschistura, Nun, Oxynoemacheilus, Para-
cobitis, Paraschistura, Seminemacheilus and Turci-
noemacheilus. The monotypic genus Ilamnema-
cheilus, recently described by Coad & Nalbant
(2005) from Tigris basin in Iran was not mentioned
by Prokofiev (2009).

The genera Metaschistura (one species), Para-
cobitis (four species in the Middle East and four
in Central Asia), Paraschistura (five species in the
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Middle East and maybe five species in South
Asia), Seminemacheilus (two species) and Turci-
noemacheilus (one species in the Middle East and
one in Nepal) are well defined by Prokofiev (2009)
(see discussion below). In the last decades, the
remaining 41 species of Middle East nemacheilids
have been placed in genera as Barbatula, Nema-
cheilus, Nun, Orthrias, Paracobitis or Schistura in
part as a result of their high interspecific variabil-
ity in body and caudal-fin shape and colour pat-
terns (Banarescu et al., 1978; Krupp & Schneider,
1991; Nalbant & Bianco, 1998; Erk’akan et al.,
2007; Prokofiev, 2009, Golzarianpour et al., 2011).
Prokofiev (2009) clearly demonstrated, that none
of the Middle East nemacheilid species belongs
to Barbatula, Nemacheilus or Schistura, a view which
we follow here. The genus Orthrias is a synonym
of Barbatula (Kottelat 1990). Paracobitis and the
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