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Rasbora atranus, a new species of fish from central Borneo 
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Maurice Kottelat*, ** and Tan Heok Hui**, ***

Rasbora atranus, new species, is described from the upper Mahakam drainage, central Borneo. It belongs to the 
R. sumatrana-elegans complex (sensu Brittan, 1954). It is distinguished by having a dark midlateral stripe from the 
opercle to the caudal-fin base, often faint or poorly contrasted, widened in a faint elongated triangular blotch at 
the end of the caudal peduncle; by the presence of a conspicuous oval to triangular black blotch along the ante-
rior half of the anal-fin base; by the fins orange in life.
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Introduction

The genus Rasbora includes small cyprinid fishes 
found throughout South and Southeast Asia. The 
genus presently includes some 120 valid species, 
of which many have been discovered in the last 
20 years (see, e. g., Hadiaty & Kottelat, 2009; Tan, 
1999, 2009; Kottelat, 1991, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2008, 
submitted; Lumbantobing, 2010). We describe 
here a new species from the highlands of central 
Borneo.

Material and methods 

Material examined is deposited in Museum Zoo-
logicum Bogoriense, Cibinong (MZB); Nationaal 
Natuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden (RMNH); Raf-
fles Museum of Biodiversity Research, National 

University of Singapore (ZRC); and the collection 
of the first author (CMK).
 Specimens were measured from the left side 
using dial callipers (accuracy 0.1 mm). Methods 
for measurements and counts follow Kottelat 
(2001) and Kottelat & Freyhof (2007). The last two 
branched dorsal and anal-fin rays borne by a 
single pterygiophore (appearing as a single ray 
branched at the basis) are noted as ‘1 1/2’. Vertebrae 
counts follow Roberts (1989).

Rasbora atranus, new species
(Figs. 1-3)

Holotype. MZB 10975, 68.9 mm SL; Borneo: 
Kalimantan Timur: Long Iram subdistrict: Ma-
hakam drainage, tributary of Sungai Hajuq, about 
1 km south of NE Lampunut camp (camp: 
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