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Oxynoemacheilus kiabii, 
a new loach from Karkheh River drainage, Iran 

(Teleostei: Nemacheilidae)
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Oxynoemacheilus kiabii, new species, from Karkheh River drainage, Iran, is distinguished from other species of 
Oxynoemacheilus by having two lateral pores in each side of the supratemporal canal and no central pore, no 
suborbital flap or suborbital groove in males, a slightly emarginate caudal fin, an incomplete lateral line, a very 
long head, and distinct, large and vertically elongated blotches on flank, most prominent behind dorsal-fin base.
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Introduction

The main obstacles in the study of the nemachei-
lid loaches of the Middle East are the confused 
definitions of the genera (see Freyhof et al., 2011) 
and the high number of poorly diagnosed species 
described from this area. For example, nemachei-
lid loaches occur in almost all water bodies in 
Iran (Abdoli, 2000) but Nalbant & Bianco (1998), 
who reviewed the nemacheilid loaches of that 
country, mentioned only 14 species and sug-
gested that additional nine species do occur as 
they are known from adjacent areas but have not 
yet been found in Iran (Nalbant & Bianco, 1998). 
Since, only Turcinemacheilus kosswigi was added 
to the fauna of the country (Golzarianpour et al., 
2009) and Ilamnemacheilus longipinnis has been 

described as a new species from Iran (Coad & 
Nalbant, 2005). Not even very ubiquitous species 
such as Oxynoemacheilus argyrogramma, which is 
present at almost every locality in the Euphrates 
and Tigris drainages in Turkey, have been re-
corded from Iran, simply because most nemachei-
lid species from the Middle East are poorly diag-
nosed and almost impossible to identify. During 
several field campaigns in Turkey, Syria, Jordan 
and Iran, we were able to collect fresh material 
from the type localities of most Middle East 
nemacheilid species and the types of 15 species 
have been examined (Freyhof et al., 2011). These 
background data allow us to compare unidenti-
fied nemacheilids with described species. While 
it is still premature to publish a full taxonomic 
review of nemacheilids of the Middle East, the 
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