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Physoschistura yunnaniloides,
a new species of loach from Myanmar
(Teleostei: Nemacheilidae)

Xiao-Yong Chen*, Maurice Kottelat™ and David A. Neely*** ****

Physoschistura yunnaniloides, new species, is described from the Chindwin River drainage, Sagaing Division,
Myanmar. It is distinguished from all its congeners except P. shanensis by having a complete lateral line. It seems
related to P. shanensis in morphology but can be distinguished by its pointed snout, 18-20 transverse bars along
lateral side of body, fewer branched dorsal-fin rays, fewer branched pectoral-fin rays, a greater pre-pelvic length,
a more slender caudal-peduncle, a higher dorsal fin, and a shorter pelvic fin.

Introduction

The genus Physoschistura includes seven named
species of nemachiline loaches in the Brahmapu-
tra, Irrawaddy, Salween and upper Mekong
drainages (Kottelat, 1990, 2001; Banarescu &
Nalbant, 1995). According to Kottelat (1990, 2001),
Physoschistura is diagnosed by the combination
of the following characters: mouth strongly
arched; lower lip with a median interruption
forming two lateral broadly triangular pads with
deep furrows; size small, less than 60 mm SL;
body with somewhat irregularly shaped bars,
with margin darker than center. We describe
herein a new species of Physoschistura from the
Chindwin River drainage of Myanmar.

Material and methods

Counts and measurements follow Kottelat (1990).
Measurements were made with needle-point dial
calipers and recorded to 0.1 mm. Examined
specimens belong to the collections of California
Academy of Sciences, San Francisco (CAS). Data
for other Physoschistura species are extracted from
Kottelat (1990), except for data on P.elongata,
which are from Singh et al. (1981). Illustrations
were drawn with a camera lucida attached to a
Wild M3 stereomicroscope.
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