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Pieter Bleeker in the Netherlands East Indies 
(10 March 1842 – ca. 21 September 1860): 
new biographical data and a chronology 

of his zoological publications

Maurice Kottelat*

During his stay in the Netherlands East Indies [now Indonesia] between 1842 and 1860, Pieter Bleeker published 
about 350 articles on zoological subjects. They include the original descriptions of hundreds of new taxa. Most 
appeared in journals edited by Bleeker. Because many names appeared in parallel in the different journals, the 
dates of the first publication of many taxa are not clear. Further, articles in journals may have appeared as pre-
prints, separates or as books, and journals were distributed as fascicles, as livraisons, or as whole volumes, often 
a combinations of these forms, and sent at different dates to subscribers in the East Indies and overseas or to 
individuals and institutions. Determination of the first usage of a name (and in many cases ascertaining its type 
series or type species, and its original spelling) requires the dating of the various works and thus, more impor-
tantly, establishing the sequence of publication.
 In this article I present the dates and chronological sequence of publication of these works on the basis of 
Bleeker’s own comments in his publications and together with external information, where available. Most im-
portant are the minutes of the meetings of the Natuurkundige Vereeniging in Nederlandsch Indië published in Natuur-
kundig Tijdschrift voor Nederlandsch Indië. 
 Contemporaneous scientific journals published in Southeast Asia are briefly discussed. New biographical 
information on Bleeker and his way of working are also presented.
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Introduction 

When Pieter Bleeker (10 July 1819 – 23 January 
1878) arrived in Batavia (now Jakarta) on 10 March 
1842 at the age of 22, nobody could have foreseen 
that this military surgeon third class, with a “too 
youthful appearance”, as he described himself, 
would have such an impact on science in South-
east Asia. During his 18 years in the former 
Netherlands East Indies, besides his official duties, 

Bleeker founded and presided over a scientific 
society, was secretary of another, co-founded two 
other societies, founded, co-founded, edited or 
co-edited six scientific journals, and was director 
of a medical school. He was among the most 
prolific scientific authors of that time. While in 
Java, he published some 295 works and notes on 
fishes, at least 55 on herpetology and other zoo-
logical topics and, according to his auto-biblio-
graphy, at least 26 on topics including (but not 
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