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Pseudolaguvia austrina, a new species of sisorid catfish 
(Osteichthyes: Siluriformes) 

from Peninsular India

K. V. Radhakrishnan*, **, S. Sureshkumar** and Heok Hee Ng***

Pseudolaguvia austrina, new species, is described from Kunthi River, a tributary of Bharathapuzha River originat-
ing from the Western Ghats in Peninsular India. It differs from congeners in having a pale brown body, a 
rhomboidal-shaped thoracic adhesive apparatus almost covering the entire thoracic area, a strongly projecting 
snout with the premaxillary teeth partially exposed when the mouth is closed, and a short (8.8-14.7 % SL), deep 
(10.3-14.7 % SL) caudal peduncle. This represents the first record of this genus from Peninsular India.
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Introduction

The catfish family Sisoridae is one of the largest 
families of Asian catfishes, comprising about 170 
species in 22 genera (Ferraris, 2007). Its members 
are found mostly in hillstreams and upper reach-
es of rivers spanning the entire southern arc of 
the Asian continent from the Euphrates River 
drainage of eastern Turkey to eastern and south-
ern continental Asia and the Greater Sunda Is-
lands (Berra, 2001). It has been hypothesized that 
some South Asian catfishes previously assigned 
to the Sisoridae are more closely related to the 
South American aspredinids, with these being 
reassigned to the family Erethistidae (de Pinna, 
1996; Diogo, 2005). However, this hypothesis has 
been demonstrated to be very weakly supported 

by available evidence (Britz & Ferraris, 2003; Fer-
raris & Britz, 2005). Recent phylogenetic studies 
based on molecular and morphological data (Ng, 
2006b; Sullivan et al., 2008) have corroborated the 
exclusion of the Aspredinidae from the Sisoroidea 
(the suprafamilial group of catfishes that includes 
the Akysidae, Amblycipitidae and Sisoridae) and 
indicated that the erethistids form a natural group 
that is deeply nested within the Sisoridae. Recent 
taxonomy has reflected this relationship, with 
members of the Erethistidae being reassigned to 
the Sisoridae (Ferraris, 2007).
 During ichthyological surveys conducted in 
the Bharathapuzha River, which drains the west-
ern face of the Western Ghats in the state of 
Kerala in Peninsular India, KVR and SS encoun-
tered specimens of a sisorid catfish that could not 
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