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Synodontis carineae, a new species of mochokid catfish
from the Kouilou-Niari River basin, Africa
(Siluriformes: Mochokidae)

Emmanuel Vreven* and Armel Ibala Zamba* **

Synodontis carineae, new species, is described from the Kouilou-Niari Basin (Republic of Congo). It is distinguished
from all other Lower Guinea Synodontis species by the following unique combination of characters: entire ante-
rior edge of dorsal spine not serrated; posterior margin of operculum without opercular spine; 18-24 mandibular
teeth; maxillary barbels bordered by a broad membrane; and a unique colour pattern characterised by numerous
dark brown, irregularly shaped spots on a light brownish background colour with, in live specimens, a vivid
yellowish overall sheen.

Synodontis carineae, espece nouvelle, est décrite du bassin de la riviere Kouilou-Niari (République du Congo). Elle
se distingue de toutes les autres especes de Synodontis de la province ichtyologique de Basse Guinée par la com-
binaison unique des caractéres suivants: face antérieure de 1’épine dorsale non denticulée; bord postérieur de
I'opercule sans épine; 18-24 dents mandibulaires; barbillons maxillaires bordés d’une large membrane d‘une
largeur maximum au moins aussi large que le barbillon méme et un type de coloration unique caractérisé par de
nombreuses taches irréguliéeres, brun foncé sur fond brunatre plus clair ainsi que, sur le vivant, un reflet jaune
vif généralisé.

Introduction

With 188 species (Ferraris, 2007), the family Mo-
chokidae is the most species-rich African catfish
family (Fermon et al., 2007). Four genera (Atfo-
pochilus, Chiloglanis, Microsynodontis and Synodon-
tis) are reported from the Lower Guinea ichthyo-
faunal province (Fermon et al., 2007), i.e. the
coastal river basins from the Cross River to the
Shiloango River basins (Stiassny & Hopkins,
2007). The genus Synodontis is the most species-
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rich genus of the family. Poll (1971) recognised
108 valid species, but subsequent descriptions
raised the number to 129.

At present, 17 Synodontis species are known
from the Lower Guinea ichthyofaunal province
(Fermon et al., 2007; De Weirdt et al., 2008; Friel
& Sullivan, 2008; Vreven & Milondo, 2009):
S. acanthoperca, S. albolineata, S. batesii, S. haugi,
S. marmorata, S. nigrita, S. ngouniensis, S. obesus,
S. polyodon, S. punu, S. rebeli, S. robbianus, S. schall,
S. steindachneri, S. tessmanni, S. violacea and S. wo-
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