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‘Haplochromis’ snoeksi, a new species
from the Inkisi River basin, Lower Congo
(Perciformes: Cichlidae)

Soleil Wamuini Lunkayilakio*** and Emmanuel Vreven***

‘Haplochromis’ snoeksi, new species, is described from a single locality, Ngeba village on the Ngeba/Ngufu River,
a right bank affluent of the Inkisi River basin (Lower Congo; Democratic Republic of Congo). The species is
distinguished from its riverine Congo River basin congeners by the following unique combination of characters:
chest partially naked, i.e. without scales; 16 circumpeduncular scales; and an upper lateral line with 23 scales.

Une nouvelle espece, ‘Haplochromis’ snoeksi, est décrite d’ une seule localité, le village Ngeba sur la riviere Ngeba/
Ngufu, un affluent de la rive droite de I'Inkisi (Bas-Congo; République Démocratique du Congo). Cette espece
se distingue des ses congéneres des rivieres de la province ichtyologiques du bassin du Congo par la combinaison
des caracteres suivants: poitrine partiellement nu, c’est-a-dire dépourvu d’écailles, 16 écailles autour du pédon-

cule caudal et une ligne latéral supérieure avec 23 écailles.

Introduction

The family Cichlidae includes perciform fishes
characterized by having a single nostril on either
side of the head, a lateral line divided in two parts
and a single continuous dorsal fin which has a
spiny anterior and soft posterior fin-ray part.
Current estimates of the number of cichlid species
vary greatly, between approximately 1300 up to
3000 species, with several new species discovered
annually. In Africa nearly 150 genera are recog-
nized and the great majority of species are con-
centrated in and around the Great Lakes of
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eastern and central Africa (Stiassny et al., 2008).

According to Roberts (1975), Greenwood
(1983) and Lévéque (1997), continental Africa can
be subdivided in 10-12 ichthyofaunal provinces.
The Congo (formerly Zaire) ichthyofaunal prov-
ince actually contains the entire Congo River
basin, Lake Tanganyika, and the Malagazi basin
(Roberts, 1975) including the Rukwa River basin
(Seegers, 1996). Lake Kivu is not included into
this province (Snoeks et al., 1997). The Congo
River basin is itself subdivided into three major
parts (see also Roberts & Stewart, 1976): the Up-
per Congo or Lualaba River basin, i.e. from the
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