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Microcambeva draco, a new species from northeastern Brazil 
(Siluriformes: Trichomycteridae)

José L. O. Mattos* and Sergio M. Q. Lima**

Microcambeva draco, new species, is described from the Rio Jucuruçu basin, Bahia State, northeastern Brazil, which 
constitutes the northernmost record for the genus. It is distinguished from M. barbata by having a short nasal 
barbel, reaching the anterior margin of second nostril, posterior process of the palatine long, the supraorbital bone 
about two times the length of the lachrymal. It is distinguished from M. ribeirae by having the anterior portion of 
the palatine ossified, the pair of posteriormost supraorbital pores separated, the lateral process of the sphenotic 
short, 10 dorsal-fin rays, and the origin of the anal fin in a vertical line through 21st vertebrae.

Microcambeva draco, espécie nova, é descrita para a bacia do rio Jucuruçu, Estado da Bahia, nordeste do Brasil, 
sendo este o registro mais ao norte para o gênero. Distingue-se de M. barbata por apresentar barbilhão nasal al-
cançando a margem anterior da segunda narina, processo posterior do palatino alongado, osso supraorbital com 
cerca de duas vezes o comprimento do osso lacrimal. Distingue-se de M. ribeirae por apresentar porção anterior 
do palatino ossificada, poros supraorbitais posteriores separados, processo lateral do osso esfenótico curto, 10 
raios na nadadeira dorsal, e origem da nadadeira anal transversalmente alinhada com a 21ª vértebra.
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Introduction

Sarcoglanidinae is a subfamily of trichomycterid 
fishes originally created by Myers & Weitzman 
(1966) to include two aberrant and miniaturized 
species, Sarcoglanis simplex and Malacoglanis ge-
latinosus. The subfamily is distinguished from all 
other trichomycterids by: a pointed premaxilla 
lateral process, enlarged maxilla, and a separated 
ossification on the anterior cartilage of the palatine 
(Costa, 1994). The subfamily Sarcoglanidinae 
comprises ten species arranged in six genera, four 

of them monotypic: Sarcoglanis simplex, Malaco-
glanis gelatinosus, Stauroglanis gouldingi, Stenolic-
mus sarmientoi (Myers & Weitzman, 1966; de 
Pinna, 1989; de Pinna & Starnes, 1989). Two 
other genera have more species: Microcambeva 
with M. barbata and M. ribeirae (Costa & Bock-
mann, 1994; Costa et al., 2004); and Ammoglanis 
with A. diaphanous, A. pulex and A. amapaensis 
(Costa, 1994; de Pinna & Winemiller, 2000; Mattos 
et al., 2008).
 Twenty-eight years after the creation of the 
subfamily, the first species outside the Amazon 
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