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Pseudecheneis koladynae, 
a new sisorid catfish from Mizoram, India 

(Teleostei: Siluriformes)

Nongmaithem Anganthoibi* and Waikhom Vishwanath*

Pseudecheneis koladynae, new species, is described from Koladyne River, Mizoram, India. It differs from its conge-
ners by a unique combination of three isolated yellowish ovoid nuchal patches, one on mid dorsal line in front 
of dorsal-fin origin and two on either side, slightly behind; pelvic fin not reaching anal-fin origin; first dorsal-fin 
pterygiophore with a prominent bony-spur on its antero-dorsal surface; and a short caudal peduncle. 
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Introduction

The sisorid catfishes of the genus Pseudecheneis 
Blyth are easily distinguished by the presence of 
a thoracic adhesive apparatus consisting of trans-
verse ridges separated by grooves, respectively 
called laminae and sulcae (de Pinna, 1996; Roberts, 
1998). They are found to occur in the major river 
drainages of south and mainland south-east Asia. 
Eighteen species of Pseudecheneis have been rec-
ognized (Zhou et al., 2008). They are: P. brachyu-
rus, P. crassicauda, P. eddsi, P. gracilis, P. immacu-
lata, P. longipectoralis, P. maurus, P. paucipunctata, 
P. paviei, P. serracula, P. sirenica, P. stenura, P. sul-
cata, P. sulcatoides, P. suppaetula, P. sympelvica, 
P. tchangi and P. ukhrulensis. 
 Collections from Koladyne River, Mizoram, 
north-eastern India included an undescribed spe-
cies of Pseudecheneis. The river is a drainage con-
nected with neither the Ganga-Brahmaputra nor 
the Chindwin drainages. Its ichthyofauna is 

poorly explored. The fish is herein described as 
P. koladynae, new species. 

Materials and methods

The specimens examined were preserved in 10 % 
formalin and are deposited in Manipur Univer-
sity Museum of Fishes, Canchipur (MUMF). 
Measurements were taken using dial calipers and 
data recorded to tenths of a millimeter. Subunits 
of head are expressed as proportions of head 
length. Head length and measurements of body 
parts are given as proportions of standard length 
(SL). Method for counts and measurements follow 
those of Ng & Rainboth (2001). The number in 
parentheses after a particular count is the number 
of specimen with that count. Inter-pelvic gap is 
the distance between the bases of the left and 
right last pelvic-fin rays. Clearing and staining of 
bones follow Hollister (1934).
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