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A review of the gobiid fish genus Redigobius 
(Teleostei: Gobionellinae), 

with descriptions of two new species

Helen K. Larson*

The gobiid fish genus Redigobius, with 44 putative species, was revised, and found to include 12 species, which 
are redescribed here. Two new species, from Fiji and from northern Australia and New Guinea, are described: 
R. lekutu and R. nanus. Redigobius belongs to the subfamily Gobionellinae, and is one of the most plesiomorphic 
genera of that subfamily. It is probably most closely related to Pseudogobiopsis.
 Redigobius can be distinguished from other genera in the subfamily by a combination of characters, including: 
dorsal-fin rays I,6-8; anal-fin rays I,6-7; modally with one more ray in second dorsal fin than in anal fin; 17 seg-
mented caudal rays; sensory canals on head with complete oculoscapular and preopercular canals and pores; 
sensory papillae arranged in longitudinal pattern, jaws terminal, males usually with enlarged mouths; 11-12 
precaudal and 14-16 caudal vertebrae and usually three or four anal-fin pterygiophores before first caudal haemal 
spine. Redigobius occurs throughout the Indo-west Pacific, in estuarine to fresh water habitats, with R. bikolanus 
being the most widespread species.
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Introduction

Species of the gobiid fish genus Redigobius are 
found throughout the Indo-west Pacific, in es-
tuarine and fresh waters, usually close to tidal 
influence. They are sometimes abundant, and 
several species have entered the aquarium trade. 
There appear to be 41 nominal species of Redigo-
bius, some of which are dubious. These species 
are greatly confused in the literature, and have 
been placed by various authors in Acentrogobius, 
Ctenogobius, Cyprinogobius, Gobius, Lophogobius, 
Mahidolia, Mugilogobius, Parvigobius, Pseudogobius, 
Stigmatogobius and Vaimosa, as well as in Redigo-
bius itself. Recently, Redigobius was shown to 

belong to the gobiid subfamily Gobionellinae by 
Pezold (1993), and the genus was further defined 
by Larson (2001). A list of nominal species of 
Redigobius and their valid names is provided 
(Table 1).
 Herre originally created the genus Redigobius 
in 1927, for Gobius sternbergi, compiling his de-
scription from Smith’s (1902) original species 
description, in which he mis-counted the number 
of first dorsal fin spines, recording V instead of 
VI. Herre created the new genus based on this 
low number of dorsal spines, stating “Redigo, 
reduced in number, in allusion to the reduced 
number of spines” (Herre 1927: 98). Herre did 
consider that G. sternbergi, despite apparently 
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