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Fishes of Iguidi River -
a small forest stream in South-East Benin

Timo Moritz*

48 species from 24 families have been recorded in Iguidi River, a small forest stream East of Porto Novo, Benin.
The most diverse families in this stream are the Mormyridae and Cichlidae with each six species and the cyprin-
odontiforms (Poecilidae and Notobranchiidae) with eight species. Two species are new records for Benin, i.e.
Arnoldichthys spilopterus and Schilbe brevianalis; Gnathonemus petersii just recently recorded for Benin, was also
found in this study. Pictures showing live colouration of most species are provided. Iguidi River is special by
uniting fish species known from the Niger delta region and the Ouémé basin.

48 especes appartenant a 24 familles ont été collectées dans 1'Iguidi, une petite riviere forestiere située a I’Est de
Porto Novo. Les familles les plus diversifiées dans cette riviere sont les Mormyridae et les Cichlidae avec cha-
cune six especes et les cyprinodontiformes (Poecilidae et Notobranchiidae) avec huit especes. Deux especes sont
nouvelles pour le Bénin, Arnoldichthys spilopterus et Schilbe brevianalis; Gnathonemus petersii, rfécemment trouvée
au Bénin, a également été collectée durant cette étude. Des photos couleurs de spécimens vivants de la plupart
des especes sont incluses. La riviere Iguidi est remarquable car elle combine des poissons connus du delta du

Niger et du bassin de I'Ouémé.

Introduction

The hydrology of Benin is dominated by two
major river basins. Most areas of the northern
third of the country are drained by three Niger
tributaries, the Mékrou, the Alibori and the Sota
rivers. Most remaining parts of Benin belong to
the basin of the Ouémé River, which flows in an
almost straight North-South direction. Further-
more there are few coastal rivers, which are con-
nected via a lagoon system along the coastline
(Vanden Bossche & Bernacsek, 1990). Only one
small coastal river lies West of the Ouémé delta,
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whose lower course forms the border between
Benin and Nigeria. This small forest stream, the
Iguidi River, is unique for Benin by being for
much of its course still imbedded in a narrow
strip of forest (Fig.1). Iguidi River follows a
North-South direction and becomes a swampy
network in its lower part, which is about 10 km
West of Benin’s capital, Porto Novo, before it
flows in to the coastal lagoon system. The present
study will give an overview on the fish diversity
of this remarkable small stream. Live colouration
is usually a helpful character for species determi-
nation, but often only poorly documented. Im-
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