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Creagrutus yanatili, a new species 
from the Río Urubamba drainage, southeastern Perú 

(Teleostei: Characidae)

Antony S. Harold* and Norma J. Salcedo*

Creagrutus yanatili, new species, is described from the Río Urubamba drainage, southeastern Perú. It is most 
similar to C. peruanus, with which it occurs at one of the two known collecting localities, with respect to overall 
body form and meristic characters. Creagrutus yanatili differs from other Creagrutus species in the region and 
nearly all other Creagrutus species in the presence of very well developed papillae extending posterior of the head 
over most of the predorsal surface, and from all other described Creagrutus species in the presence of very dark, 
nearly black, pigmentation covering much of the body and fins, and the presence of both straight, needle-like and 
hook-like contact organs on the shafts of the anal-fin rays. 

Creagrutus yanatili, especie nueva, es descrita de la cuenca del Río Urubamba, sureste de Perú. Esta especie es más 
similar a C. peruanus, con la cual ocurre en una de las dos localidades de colecta conocidas, en relación a la forma 
general del cuerpo y caracteres merísticos. Creagrutus yanatili, se diferencia de otras especies de Creagrutus en la 
región y de casi todas las otras especies de Creagrutus en la presencia de papilas muy desarrolladas que se extien-
den en la parte posterior de la cabeza sobre la mayoría de la superficie predorsal, y de todas las otras especies de 
Creagrutus descritas en la presencia de pigmentación muy oscura, casi negra, cubriendo la mayor parte del cuer-
po y aletas, y la presencia de ambos tipos de órganos de contacto, como agujas y como ganchos, en los radios de 
la aleta anal.

* Grice Marine Laboratory, Department of Biology, College of Charleston, 205 Fort Johnson, Charleston, South 
Carolina 29412, USA. E-mail: harolda@cofc.edu, salcedon@cofc.edu

Introduction

Characid fishes of the genus Creagrutus are com-
mon elements of upland and foothill drainage 
systems from Panama southward through much 
of South America and as far south as the Río 
Paraguay system. Creagrutus species are rather 
diverse and in many cases exhibit a high degree 
of endemism (Harold & Vari, 1994; Vari & Harold, 
1998, 2001). Recent studies continue to report new 
species in this diverse Neotropical fish genus (e. g., 
Vari & Lima, 2003; Ribeiro et al., 2004; Torres-

Mejia & Vari, 2005). During the Trans-Continen-
tal Expedition to Peru (TCEP), July - August, 2004, 
six species of Creagrutus were collected, some of 
them at moderately high elevation in the Andes. 
Five are identified as Creagrutus manu, C. pila, 
C. ouranonastes, C. peruanus, and C. ungulus. A new 
species, C. yanatili, described herein, was col-
lected at a maximum elevation of 1155 meters in 
the Río Yanatili-Río Urubamba drainage. We also 
report on some osteological and other features 
that have a bearing on its phylogenetic placement 
within Creagrutus.
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