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Pseudophoxinus fahrettini,
a new species of spring minnow from Central Anatolia
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Jorg Freyhof* and Miifit Ozulug**

Pseudophoxinus fahrettini, new species, from upper Képrii River drainage, Central Anatolia, is distinguished from
other Anatolian Pseudophoxinus by a complete lateral line with 74-85+3-4 scales, the upper lip projecting beyond
tip of lower lip, a prominent black stripe and a long snout and pointed head.

Introduction

Twelve species of freshwater fishes are considered
to be extinct in Europe (Kottelat & Freyhof, 2007a),
nine of them endemic to one or a few lakes. In
the geographically adjacent Anatolia, two species
are considered as being extinct, both endemic to
lakes in Central Anatolia (Kiigiik, 2006). Alburnus
akili was endemic to Lake Beysehir and Pseudo-
phoxinus handlirschi was endemic to Lake Egirdir.
Following the introduction of the exotic fish
predator Sander lucioperca in 1955, P. handlirschi
disappeared almost unnoticed within 10 or 20
years from Lake Egirdir (Crivelli & Erk‘akan,
2006, Kiigtik et al., 2009) and A. akili was last re-
corded in 1998 in Lake Beysehir (Crivelli, 2006).
While A. akili is not the topic of this study, it
should be mentioned, that in 2008, alien Alburnus
escherischii was very abundant in tributaries of
Lake Beysehir and a misidentification of the 1998
record of A. akili should be taken into account.
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Pseudophoxinus handlirschi was endemic to
Lake Egirdir (Bogutskaya, 1992, 1997). No indi-
viduals were found in the 1980s and Crivelli &
Erk‘akan (2006) mention a last survey carried out
in 1993 and, again, no individuals were recorded
from the lake or from tributaries around the lake.
Kiigiik (2006), who is based in the Egirdir Fisher-
ies Faculty in the city of Egirdir, also assessed this
species as being extinct and Kiigiik et al. (2009)
mentioned that it went extinct in the early 1970th.
Surprisingly, Van Neer et al. (2000) reported the
occurrence of P. handlirschi in the upper Koprii
drainage. If correct, this would be the first record
outside Lake Egirdir and the re-discovery of this
extinct species. Also, Kiigiik & Ikiz (2004) and
Kiigtik et al. (2009) mentioned, that P. handlirschi
is extirpated in Lake Egirdir, but still exist in the
upper Koprii drainage, in the Aksu area, close to
the village Bagill1 and in the spring Degirmendzii
(37°22'54"N 31°13'30"E). Voucher material of
P. handlirschi studied by Van Neer et al. (2000) is
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