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Pseudophoxinus evliyae, 
a new species of spring minnow from Western Anatolia 

with remarks on the distribution of 
P. ninae and the systematic position of P. fahirae 

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Jörg Freyhof* and Müfit Özulug**

Pseudophoxinus evliyae, new species, from a small stream near Sögüt, Western Anatolia, is distinguished from 
other Anatolian Pseudophoxinus by an incomplete lateral line, 54-64 + 2-3 scales in lateral series, 13 {-16 { scales 
between lateral line and dorsal-fin origin, a prominent black stripe and a rounded snout and short head. This 
species was previously identified as P. fahirae. Pseudophoxinus fahirae is tentatively placed in the genus Chondro-
stoma. Pseudophoxinus from Lake Burdur and Salda basins are re-examined and identified as P. ninae.
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Introduction

The western Palearctic spring minnows of the 
genera Phoxinellus and Pseudophoxinus are small-
sized leuciscine cyprinids with a low number of 
anal and dorsal-fin rays. The systematics of spring 
minnows is still far from being resolved as it is 
complicated by many reductive osteological 
character states (Bogutskaya, 1992). While Kara-
man (1972), Banister (1980) and Krupp (1985) 
synonymized Pseudophoxinus with Phoxinellus, 
Bogutskaya (1992) treated both genera as distinct 
lineages. Freyhof et al. (2006) distinguished four 
species from Dalmatia, earlier placed in the genus 
Phoxinellus, as a distinct genus, Delminichthys and 
Kottelat & Freyhof (2007a) distinguished seven 
species from the Balkans, earlier placed in the 

genus Pseudophoxinus as a distinct genus, Pelasgus. 
After removing Pelasgus from Pseudophoxinus, 
Pseudophoxinus is now restricted to Western Asia 
and North Africa, with most species in Anatolia. 
Pseudophoxinus is distinguished from Phoxinellus 
by the body covered with overlapping scales (vs. 
body almost naked, scales usually restricted to 
lateral line) and from all the other genera by hav-
ing the preoperculomandibular sensory canal 
without connection to the infraorbital canal (vs. 
connected). Pseudophoxinus is not closely related 
to Delminichthys or Pelasgus, but belong to a com-
plex of genera including Achondrostoma, Chondro-
stoma, Iberochondrostoma, Parachondrostoma, Phoxi-
nellus, Protochondrostoma, Pseudochondrostoma and 
Telestes (see Robalo et al., 2006 for details). 
 One species (P. fahirae) does not fit this diag-
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