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Two new species of Pseudolaguvia, sisorid catfishes
(Teleostei: Siluriformes)
from northeastern India

Heok Hee Ng*

This study describes two new species of Pseudolaguvia, a genus of miniature sisorid catfishes, from the Brahmapu-
tra and Ganges river drainages in northeast India. The two new species (Pseudolaguvia ferruginea and P. flavida)
are diagnosed from congeners by a combination of dorsal spine morphology, length of the thoracic adhesive
apparatus, and relative measurements of the dorsal-fin base length, length of fin spines, adipose-fin base length,
dorsal-to-adipose distance, caudal peduncle length and depth, body depth, head width, and snout length.

Introduction

Members of the genus Pseudolaguvia are small
sisorid catfishes found in rivers draining the sub-
himalayan region and Myanmar. They are dis-
tinguished from other sisorids by the combination
of a thoracic adhesive apparatus with a median
depression and prominent postcoracoid proc-
esses. The genus comprises nine valid species
(Ng, 2006): P. ribeiroi (Hora, 1921), P. shawi (Hora,
1921), P. tuberculata (Prashad & Mukeriji, 1929),
P. kapuri (Tilak & Husain, 1975), P. tenebricosa Britz
& Ferraris, 2003, P. foveolata Ng, 2005, P. inornata
Ng, 2005, P. muricata Ng, 2005, and P. ferula Ng,
2006.

Recently, specimens of several Pseudolaguvia
species from northeast India have been imported
for the aquarium trade. Thanks to the assistance
of Andrew Rao, I had the opportunity to examine
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this material and obtain information on the col-
lecting locality. Two of these species were found
to be unnamed, and are described in this study
as Pseudolaguvia ferruginea and P. flavida.

Material and methods

Measurements were made point to point with
dial calipers and data recorded to tenths of a mil-
limeter. Counts and measurements were made
on the left side of specimens whenever possible,
following Ng & Dodson (1999). Subunits of the
head are presented as proportions of head length
(HL). Head length and measurements of body
parts are given as proportions of standard length
(SL). Asterisks after a meristic value indicates the
condition for the holotype. Institutional codes
follow Ferraris (2007).
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