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Notes on the taxonomy and nomenclature 
of some European freshwater fishes

Maurice Kottelat* and Jörg Freyhof**

Lethenteron zanandreai is placed in Lampetra. Acipenser naccarii, A. oxyrinchus and Perca acerina are declared nomi-
na protecta. Acipenser heckelii, Sturio accipenser, A. lichtensteinii and Perca tanaicensis are declared nomina oblita. 
Neotypes are designated for A. sturio and Cobitis albicoloris. The only known extant museum specimen of the 
extinct Coregonus bezola is recorded. Atherina lagunae and A. punctata of Trabelsi et al. (2002) are unavailable names; 
A. punctata would anyway be a junior homonym of A. punctata Bennett, 1833. Lectotypes are designated for 
A. boyeri, Salmo schiefermuelleri and Cobitis bulgarica. The spelling of the family-group name Odontobutidae is 
clarified. Nomenclature of various species of Scardinius, Salmo, Salvelinus and Coregonus is discussed. The nomen-
clature and spelling of Gymnocephalus acerina and G. cernua are reviewed. 
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Introduction

While completing the text for our Handbook of 
European Freshwater Fishes (Kottelat & Freyhof, 
2007), a number of unresolved taxonomic and 
nomenclatural problems showed up. This book 
was not be the place for detailed discussion of 
such technicalities, therefore the aim of the present 
note is to clear these problems and to explain 
some taxonomic and nomenclatural decisions.

Material and methods

Abbreviations: Code, International Code of 
Zoological Nomenclature (International Commis-
sion on Zoological Nomenclature, 1999); CMK, 
Collection of first author; EAWAG, Forschungs-

zentrum für Limnologie, Kastanienbaum; 
MNHN, Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle, 
Paris; NMW, Naturhistorisches Museum, Wien; 
ZMB, Zoologisches Museum der Humboldt-
Universität, Berlin. FYROM refers to the Former 
Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia.

Lampetra zanandreai

Placement of this species in the genus Lethente ron 
or Lampetra has been discussed by, among others, 
Hubbs & Potter (1971: 53), Vladykov & Kott (1979), 
and Bailey (1980). The argument centres on the 
middle endolateral tooth being bicuspid (vs. 
tricuspid) and the presence (vs. absence) of a 
posterial teeth row. Teeth terminology follows 
Hardisty (1986).
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