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The fishes of the Amur River: 
updated check-list and zoogeography

Nina G. Bogutskaya*, Alexander M. Naseka*, Sergei V. Shedko**, 
Ekaterina D. Vasil’eva*** and Igor A. Chereshnev****

In the present paper, we compile the newest data to give a description of the Amur [Heilongjiang] River fish 
diversity. Based on our data, the native fishes inhabiting or entering the Amur drainage are at least 123 species 
belonging to 23 families. Cypriniformes are the main component among which the Gobioninae is the most numer-
ous (19 species in 11 genera) subfamily. Then, with 11 species and 5 genera, the Salmonidae is the second largest 
family. The Amur fishes (11 marine and occasional visitors excluded) can be grouped according to their general 
distribution as endemic (16 species), spawning endemic (3), endemic or Manchurian (10), near endemic (5), Man-
churian (25), Palaearctic or Manchurian (2), northern (17) and southern (34). Two monotypic genera, Pseudaspius 
and Mesocottus are the most peculiar elements of the Amur River, shared with only neighboring coastal rivers. 
Based on the distribution pattern of the Amur fishes, the Amur drainage can be divided in five zoogeographic 
units: Argun River Districts, Shilka River District, Middle Amur District, Sungari River District and Lower Amur 
District. These District are described in terms of their topography and fish taxa composition. The systematic 
status and nomenclature of all species have been reevaluated and an updated annotated list of taxa is present-
ed.
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Introduction

The Amur River (Hara-Muren in Mongolian, 
Heilongjiang, Heilung Jiang, Heilungkiang, Hei-
he in Chinese; Silkar in Tungussian, Sahaliyan 
Ula in Manchurian; ancient names Yushui, Wan-
shui and Heishui) flows across Mongolia, Russia, 
and China. The entire length of the Amur is about 
4,370-4,510 km, making it the 9-11th largest river 
in the world (depending on different estimations). 
It drains a remarkable watershed that includes 

diverse landscapes of desert, steppe, tundra, and 
taiga, its drainage area being up to 2,050,000 km2, 
ranking the 10th largest in the world. The average 
annual discharge varies from 6,000 m3·s–1 to 
12,000 m3·s–1, leading to an average 9,819 m3·s–1or 
310 km3 per year (Shiklomanov, 1999). The head-
streams include the northern source, Shilka 
River, which is formed by the confluence of the 
Onon and Ingoda, the Onon originating from the 
eastern foothills of the Mont Kent [Khentii Moun-
tains] in Mongolia, and the southern source, 
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