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A recent record of an anadromous lamprey 
(Agnatha: Petromyzontidae) 

from the Sea of Azov

Alexander M. Naseka* and Oleg A. Diripasko**

A lamprey was caught in the Sea of Azov in 2007. Judging from its anatomy, it is supposed to represent the first 
record of an anadromous lamprey in the northern Black Sea basin since the early 20th century. The lamprey was 
identified as belonging to the genus Lampetra. Due to the limited knowledge about the morphology of L. fluvia-
tilis during its foraging phase, the morphological data presented do not allow to identify it to the species level. 
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Introduction

As it was recently discussed (Kottelat et al., 2005; 
Kottelat & Freyhof, 2007), literature data defi-
nitely suggest that an anadromous parasitic 
lamprey formerly occurred in the northern Black 
Sea basin. For example, Pallas (1814) and, later, 
Czernay (1850, 1852) described a migratory lam-
prey from the River Don. The latter author 
clearly distinguished two species, which he iden-
tified as Petromyzon fluviatilis and P. planeri, by 
their size and diagnostic characters. Unfortu-
nately, no lamprey specimen remains in the 
Czer nay’s collection at Kharkov University 
(G. Shandikov, pers. comm., 2007). The species 
apparently went extinct by the middle of the 20th 
century since there is no reliable data in recent 
literature on any migratory lamprey inhabiting 
the Black Sea basin now.

 Among holarctic lampreys, there are several 
species, termed paired species (Zanandrea, 1959a; 
Hardisty & Potter, 1971) or stem-satellite species 
(Vladykov & Kott, 1979), which are rather similar 
morphologically and differ mostly in terms of 
characters associated with their respective mode 
of life in the adult stage, namely, a parasitic 
(predatory) species and its nonparasitic derivative 
(e.g. Ichthyomyzon unicuspis – I. fossor; Lampetra 
fluviatilis – L. planeri). Eudontomyzon mariae (Berg, 
1931), a nonparasitic species now distributed in 
rivers of the Black Sea basin from Danube to 
Kuban cannot be aligned with any of the extant 
parasitic species. This is a reason why it was sug-
gested (Kottelat et al., 2005; Kottelat & Freyhof, 
2007) that the anadromous species from the Black 
Sea basin apparently represented an Eudonto-
myzon species paired to E. mariae.
 A specimen of a parasitic silvery lamprey was 
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