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Osteochilus bleekeri, a new species of fish 
from Borneo and Sumatra 

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Maurice Kottelat*

Osteochilus bleekeri, new species, is described from Borneo and Sumatra. The name Osteochilus triporos (Bleeker, 
1852) had been used earlier for this species. It is a synonym of O. microcephalus (Valenciennes, 1842) and the spe-
cies has no valid name. It is distinguished from all other species of Osteochilus by having a large black blotch on 
the anterior part of the dorsal fin and 7-8 rows of spots on the flank, 10-12{ branched dorsal-fin rays, 27-32 gill 
rakers on the first gill arch, and 3 tubercles at the tip of the snout.
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Introduction

The purpose of this paper is to describe a species 
mis-identified as Osteochilus triporos (Bleeker, 
1852) since 1863. The holotype of O. triporos in 
fact belongs to O. microcephalus (Valenciennes, 
1842) and there is no available name for it.

Material and methods

Material examined or mentioned is deposited in: 
BMNH, Natural History Museum, London; MZB, 
Museum Zoologicum Bogoriense, Bogor; RMNH, 
Nationaal Natuurhistorisch Museum, Leiden; 
ZRC, Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research, 
National University of Singapore, and CMK, the 
collection of the author. All measurements are 
taken from the left side (whenever possible) with 
digital calipers. Method for taking counts and 

measurement follow Kottelat (2001) and Kottelat 
& Freyhof (2007). The last two branched dorsal 
and anal-fin rays articulating on a single ptery-
giophore are counted as “1 {”. 

Osteochilus bleekeri, new species
(Figs. 1-2)

Holotype. MZB 6000 (ex CMK 6740), 100.9 mm 
SL; Borneo: Kalimantan Barat: Kapuas drainage 
Sungai Engkayas, 2 km SE of Sanggau on road to 
Sintang; M. Kottelat et al., 23 April 1990.

Paratypes. All from Borneo: Kalimantan Barat: 
Kapuas drainage: CMK 10224, 8, 51.6-101.8 mm 
SL; Danau Sentarum area: Nanga Semunak (dry 
season location), 0°56'37"N 112°05'31"E; M. Kot-
telat et al., 8 September 1993. – CMK 11724, 2, 
89.3-106.8 mm SL; ZRC 38847, 1, 109.3 mm SL; 
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