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Description of two new species of Psilorhynchus 
(Ostariophysi: Psilorhynchidae) 
and redescription of P. balitora

Kevin W. Conway* and Richard L. Mayden*

Psilorhynchus balitora is redescribed and a neotype is designated. Psilorhynchus nepalensis, new species, from the 
tributary rivers of the Kali Gandaki, central Nepal is most similar to P. balitora in general appearance and is dis-
tinguished by the absence of scales from its midventral region between pectoral fins. Psilorhynchus rahmani, new 
species, from Bangladesh (Chittagong division) differs from its congeners by a unique colour pattern.
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Introduction

Members of the genus Psilorhynchus are small 
fishes that inhabit the benthic region of the mod-
erate to fast flowing freshwaters of the Indo-
Burmese region. Recent taxonomic investigations 
of this genus have greatly increased the number 
of known species, particularly from India (Aru-
nachalam et al., 2007; Nebeshwar et al., 2007; 
Arunachalam & Muralidharan, 2008) and Myan-
mar (Conway & Kottelat, 2007; Conway & May-
den, 2008). Despite this recent renewed interest 
in Psilorhynchus, several taxonomic problems 
pertaining to the genus remain. For example, the 
identity of P. balitora (Hamilton), a species gener-
ally considered to be widespread (e.g. Menon, 
1999) and morphologically variable (Rainboth, 
1983), is unclear at present. 
 In the following study P. balitora is rede-
scribed. Material previously identified as P. balito-
ra from central Nepal (Rainboth, 1983; Ng, 2006; 

Conway & Kottelat, 2007) is described as a new 
species together with a similar looking species, 
recently collected from eastern Bangladesh. 

Materials and methods

Measurements and counts generally follow Con-
way & Kottelat (2007). Lateral line scales are 
counted from the anteriormost scale (the first scale 
to bear a canal) to the posteriormost scale of the 
caudal peduncle. Lateral line scale counts do not 
include those canal bearing scales at the base of 
the caudal fin, which are counted separately. The 
last two branched rays of the dorsal and anal fins 
that articulate with the same pterygiophore are 
counted separately. Values for the recently de-
scribed P. amphicephalus were taken from Aru-
nachalam et al. (2007) as this species is still known 
only from the type series, which was unavailable 
to us for study. Selected specimens were cleared 
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